
 
FY19 Station Activity Report 

 

1. Describe your overall goals and approach to address identified community issues, needs, 

and interests through your station’s vital local services, such as multiplatform long and short-

form content, digital and in-person engagement, education services, community information, 

partnership support, and other activities, and audiences you reached or new audiences you 

engaged. 

 

KANW has numerous facilities serving Eastern, Northern, Western and Central New Mexico, 

with our FM service, our HD service, one primary radio station, four repeater radio stations and 

four translator stations.  Our coverage area includes many rural and underserved minority 

communities in Eastern, Northern, Western and Central New Mexico.  KANW works with in all 

the communities we serve through ascertainment meetings, community outreach during cultural 

celebrations, fiestas, and Matanzas, throughout the year.  We regularly review our programming 

to ensure it is meeting the needs of the communities we serve.  

 

An annual service we provide to all our communities is the broadcast of the Governor’s State of 

the State Address, bringing this address to many rural, minority and underserved communities 

that would otherwise not hear the Governor’s address.  

 

KANW annual broadcast of the President’s State of the Union Address. This broadcast serves 

the rural, minority and underserved communities that would otherwise not hear this address.  

 

KANW coverage of national and international news to rural, minority and underserved 

communities in New Mexico.  

 

KANW continues its proud tradition of being the venue for New Mexico music and maintains 

our associate with the New Mexico Latin Music Association and the New Mexico Hispano 

Music Association to preserve New Mexico’s rich music heritage. KANW broadcasts New 

Mexico music daily.  

 

KANW partners with the New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs, and New Mexico 

Department of Tourism during our membership campaigns. Promoting the historical and cultural 

sites, the cultural heritage and New Mexico Magazine.  

 

KANW is a media sponsor for the Albuquerque Hispano Chamber of Commerce gala and annual 

meeting.  

 

As a member of the New Mexico Broadcasters Association KANW staff attends regular 

ascertainment meetings to better understand the issues, problems, needs and wants of our 

community.  

 

KANW Staff visits communities in our broadcast area including Grants, Gallup and Santa Rosa 

to meet with community members obtaining ascertainment meetings to better understand the 

issues, problems, needs and wants of the communities at large.  



 

KANW is a member of the Albuquerque Economic Forum and attends meetings and records 

speakers and broadcasts the recorded speeches making the information available to all New 

Mexican’s.  

 

KANW continues to increase our presences with all forms of social media, live remotes, fiestas, 

and events in communities throughout Eastern, Northern, Western and Central New Mexico.   

 

KANW and KANW-2 produces and broadcasts New Mexico news on the hour Monday through 

Friday, from 4am to Noon, and afternoons at 4pm and 5pm.  

 

KANW produces and broadcasts Dateline New Mexico & New Mexico Close Up daily Monday 

through Friday.  

  

During FY19 KANW produced and broadcasted 297 programs/features to educate New 

Mexicans about issues and concerns and provide community outreach and educational material 

to all listeners in Eastern, Northern, Western and Central New Mexico. (See detailed program 

descriptions under question number 2)  

 

                                

2.  Describe key initiatives and the variety of partners with whom you collaborated, 

including other public media outlets, community nonprofits, government agencies, 

educational institutions, the business community, teachers and parents, etc. This will 

illustrate the many ways you’re connected across the community and engaged with other 

important organizations in the area. 

 

KANW partners with public media outlets throughout New Mexico, (KANW, KENW, KNME, 

KRWG and KUNM) with the production and broadcasting of Report from Santa Fe, and New 

Mexico Close-up.  

 

KANW is a member of Albuquerque Economic Forum, KANW staff attends and records 

speakers for later broadcast. KANW broadcasting speeches from important public and civic 

leaders and government officials in the Albuquerque area providing access to all New Mexicans. 

Speakers included: ABQ Mayor Tim Keller, CNM President Kathy Winifred, Lorna Wiggins, 

Employment Law and Commercial Litigation, NM State Senator Pete Campos, New Mexico 

Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham, ABQ Police Chief Michael Geier, Dr, Barbara McAneny,  

 

KANW provided coverage of the New Mexico State Legislature.  

 

KANW with Albuquerque Public Schools, broadcasts from the school choice fair, educational 

meetings, and events throughout the year, APS Community Connections, APS Open Book 

Podcast.   

 

KANW partnered with NIOAP and broadcasted live the 1st Congressional District Panel, 

Governor’s speeches  

 

KANW partners with the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Valencia County, by providing live 

broadcast from the World’s Largest Matanza annually, connecting New Mexicans to this 

historical and cultural event.   

 



KANW partners with the Albuquerque Hispanic Chamber of Commerce Gala, La Noche 

Encantada event and other events annually.  

 

KANW partnered with Santa Fe Chapter of NAACP to broadcast the annual Martin Luther King 

Jr. birthday commemoration in the Capitol Rotunda.  

 

KANW Community Outreach programs:  
 

KANW partners with producing station KENW-TV, to broadcast the audio Report from Santa 

Fe, Monday at 9:30AM weekly.  

 

7/2/2018 Report from Santa Fe David Suzuki, internationally renowned geneticist and 

environmentalist. He is the author of more than 40 books and is the recipient of the Right 

Livelihood Award. He has received numerous honorary degrees and has been named a 

Companion of the Order of Canada. 

7/9/2018 Report from Santa Fe Dede Feldman, author of "Another Way Forward: Grassroots 

Solutions from New Mexico" and "Inside the New Mexico Senate: Boots, Suits, and Citizens." 

Feldman served as the Senator from Albuquerque's North Valley for 16 years from 1997-2012 

7/16/2018 Report from Santa Fe Muhammad Yunus is a Bangladeshi social entrepreneur, 

banker, economist, and civil society leader who was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for founding 

the Grameen Bank and pioneering the concepts of microcredit and microfinance. These loans are 

given to entrepreneurs too poor to qualify for traditional bank loans. In 2006, Yunus and the 

Grameen Bank were jointly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize "for their efforts through microcredit 

to create economic and social development from below 

7/23/2018 Report from Santa Fe Lydia Cacho, journalist, author "Slavery, Inc," "Infamy." Lydia 

tells her story and exposes the horrific ways in which women—and young girls in particular—

are abused then disposed of, while an oftentimes corrupt government simply sits and watches. 

7/30/2018 Report from Santa Fe Richard Rhodes, author of twenty-six books including " Rhodes 

discusses his latest book, "Energy: A Human History," which chronicles how people have lived 

and died, businesses have prospered and failed, and nations have risen to world power and 

declined, all over energy challenges. 

8/6/2018 Report from Santa Fe Natalie Goldberg, best known for a series of books which explore 

writing as a Zen practice. "Let the Whole Thundering World Come Home" in which she shares 

her experience with cancer grounded in her practice of zen and writing. 

8/13/2018 Report from Santa Fe Andres Mercado, Mobile Integrated Health Officer (MIHO) 

with the City of Santa Fe Fire Department, describing the innovative, groundbreaking work 

MIHO is doing in providing emergency medical services to the community. Their work is 

mission-focused (to protect life safely through emergency response) and data-driven. 

8/20/2018 Report from Santa Fe Ann Ravel, former Chair of the Federal Election Commission 

discussing national and state issues in the upcoming Midterm Elections in November 2018.  



8/27/2018 Report from Santa Fe Michael Pollan, author of "The Botany of Desire" and five other 

New York Times best-selling books, discussing his newest book "How to Change Your Mind: 

What the New Science of Psychedelics Teaches Us About Consciousness, Dying, Addiction, 

Depression, and Transcendence.” 

9/3/2018 Report from Santa Fe David Suzuki, internationally renowned geneticist and 

environmentalist. He is best known as host of the long-running (50 years) CBC Television 

science program "The Nature of Things." Suzuki is the author of more than 40 books and is the 

recipient of the Right Livelihood Award, the "alternate" Nobel Prize. 

9/10/2018 Report from Santa Fe Laura Paskus discussing water, climate change, and 

environmental issues in New Mexico. 

9/17/2018 Report from Santa Fe is Ann Ravel, former Chair of the Federal Election 

Commission, discussing national and state issues in the upcoming Midterm Elections in 

November 2018. 

9/24/2018 Report from Santa Fe Jeff Berg discusses filmmaking in New Mexico and describes 

the "Historic Movie Theaters of New Mexico" 

10/1/2018 Report from Santa Fe Election security in New Mexico's November 2018 Midterm 

Elections. Our guest is New Mexico's chief election officer, Secretary of State Maggie 

Toulouse Oliver. 

10/8/2018 Report from Santa Fe Jeff Bingaman, who served as U.S. Senator from New Mexico 

from 1983-2013, and Garrey Carruthers, former NM Governor from 1987-1990 and former 

President/Chancellor of NMSU from 2013-2018. They discuss the Constitutional Amendment 

for an Independent Ethics Commission that will be on the November 2018 ballot, challenges in 

higher education, and how to overcome the toxic partisanship that permeates our political 

environment. 

10/15/2018 Report from Santa Fe Valerie Plame, a former covert operations officer for the CIA, 

writer, and spy novelist. Her autobiography "Fair Game: My Life as a Spy. My Betrayal by the 

White House." describes what happened when she was "outed" as a covert agent. Valerie Plame 

discusses her upcoming event "Spies, Lies, and Nukes: an International Espionage Conference"  

10/22/2018 Report from Santa Fe Kathleen Sabo, Executive Director, New Mexico Ethics 

Watch, and Dede Feldman, author and former 16 year NM State Senator, discussing ethics issues 

in New Mexico and Constitutional Amendment #2 on the November 2018 ballot establishing an 

Independent Ethics Commission. 

10/29/2018 Report from Santa Fe Dr. Martha Burk, political psychologist specializing in 

women's issues, and author of "Your Voice, Your Vote - The Savvy Woman's Guide to Power. 

Politics, and the Change We Need." 

11/5/2018 Report from Santa Fe David Harvey, a Distinguished Professor of Anthropology and 

Geography at the City University of New York. Dr. Harvey is responsible for transforming urban 



geography into a cutting-edge field and has written over 25 books, including "A Brief History of 

Neoliberalism" which is considered a primer on that critical topic. 

11/12/2018 Report from Santa Fe Hampton Sides discussing his new book "On Desperate 

Ground: The Marines at the Reservoir, the Korean War's Greatest Battle." Sides is the author of 

many best-selling books, among them "Blood and Thunder," "Kingdom of Ice," and "Ghost 

Soldiers." 

11/19/2018 Report from Santa Fe New Mexico author Michael McGarrity discussing his new 

book "Residue," the thirteenth in his popular Kevin Kerney crime novels set in New Mexico. 

McGarrity is also the author of the American West trilogy, historical novels also set in New 

Mexico consisting of "Hard Country," "Backlands," and "The Last Ranch." 

11/26/2018 Report from Santa Fe Muhammad Yunus, a Bangladeshi social entrepreneur, banker, 

economist, and author, who was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for founding the Grameen Bank 

and pioneering the concepts of microcredit and microfinance. 

12/3/2018 Report from Santa Fe Richard Rhodes, author of twenty-six books including "The 

Making of the Atomic Bomb," which won a Pulitzer Prize in Nonfiction, "Dark Sun: The 

Making of the Hydrogen Bomb," and two further volumes of nuclear history. Rhodes discusses 

his latest book, "Energy: A Human History," a meticulously researched examination of energy 

transitions over time and an exploration of the current challenges presented by global warming, a 

surging world population, and renewable energy. 

12/10/2018 Report from Santa Fe Dede Feldman, author of "Another Way Forward: Grassroots 

Solutions from New Mexico" and "Inside the New Mexico Senate: Boots, Suits, and Citizens." 

Feldman served as the Senator from Albuquerque's North Valley for 16 years from 1997-2012 

12/17/2018 Report from Santa Fe Authors Connie Willis and Melinda Snodgrass. Connie Willis 

has been inducted into the Science Fiction Hall of Fame and awarded the title of Grand Master 

by the Science Fiction/Fantasy Writers of America. Her work has won eleven Hugos and seven 

Nebula awards. Melinda Snodgrass is an award-winning screenwriter (she wrote Star Trek Next 

Gen's popular episode "The Measure of a Man" among others) and author of the popular "Edge" 

Series, the "Imperials Saga," and creator/editor (with George RR Martin) of the "Wild Cards" 

anthologies. 

12/24/2018 Report from Santa Fe David Harvey, Professor of Anthropology and Geography at 

the City University of New York. Dr. Harvey addresses many issues concerning our cities, what 

residents have a "Right to the city," and how to create a city dynamic where all residents are 

represented. 

12/31/2018 Report from Santa Fe Film historian and film reviewer Jeff Berg, author of “New 

Mexico Filmmaking” and “Historic Movie Theatres of New Mexico.”  

1/7/19 Report from Santa Fe International journalists Angela Kocherga, Las Cruces 

Bureau/Albuquerque Journal, and Alfredo Corchado, Mexican Bureau Chief/Dallas Morning 

News, and author "Midnight in Mexico" and “Homelands.” Kocherga and Corchado discuss such 



border issues as family separation at the border, the tear gassing of asylum seekers, Trump's 

"Wall," the “caravan,” and the extreme dangers facing journalists in Mexico today. 

1/14/19 Report from Santa Fe Dana Priest is an expert on U.S. intelligence, military, 

cybersecurity, and human rights. She is the author of two best-selling books, "The Mission: 

Waging War and Keeping Peace with America's Military" (2003) and "Top Secret America." 

Priest is featured in PBS-TV's FRONTLINE 2018 program "The Facebook Dilemma" and she 

discusses critical issues with Facebook in this interview. 

1/21/19 Report from Santa Fe Mary Kershaw, Director of the New Mexico Museum of Art, 

discussing the current special exhibitions at the museum now, including "Good Company: Five 

Artist Communities in New Mexico," "Carved and Cast: 20th Century NM Sculpture," and 2 

exhibits on Nocturnes, both in painting and in landscape photography, "Wait Until Dark" and 

"Shots in the Dark." 

1/28/19 Report from Santa Fe Speaker of the New Mexico House of Representatives Brian Egolf 

discussing the extra oil and gas money the state is getting and how the legislature and the 

governor plan to use it, the "moon shot for education," diversification of NM's economy, and 

interesting changes in the House regarding Memorials and the "rocket docket." 

2/4/19 Report from Santa Fe Governor of New Mexico Michelle Lujan Grisham discussing her 

administration's approach to education, health care, immigration and family separation on the 

border, and other hot topics. 

2/11/19 Report from Santa Fe Archaeologists Anna Sofaer and Rob Weiner discuss “Chacoan 

Astronomy, Cosmography, Roads & Ritual Power.” They also reveal the discoveries about the 

Chaco site and their road network using LiDAR and new technologies. This is an especially 

timely show due to this week's revelation that the Bureau of Land Management is planning to 

issue oil leases near Chaco Canyon in March. 

2/18/19 Report from Santa Fe Senator Jeff Steinborn, D-Dona Ana, discussing the current 

legislative session and such ideas as establishing a New Mexico outdoor recreation division, an 

update on the Rio Grande Trail, various voting and lobbying reforms, tightening radioactive 

waste oversight and disposal, allowing for local choice in energy providers, and removing the 

statute of limitations in child sex cases, among others. 

2/25/19 Report from Santa Fe Senators Stuart Ingle, R-Portales, and John Arthur Smith, D-

Deming, who together have served 66 years in the Senate. They discuss the budget surplus, the 

changing dynamic between Republicans and Democrats in the legislature, the food tax, the state's 

road fund, and funding early childhood education. 

3/4/19 Report from Santa Fe Senator Gay Kernan (R-Hobbs) and Representative Cathrynn 

Brown (R-Carlsbad) discussing important issues in Southeastern New Mexico, especially the 

deteriorating road conditions and the traffic due to the boom in oil and gas production in their 

area. 



3/11/19 Report from Santa Fe Senator Gay Kernan (R-District 42), a lifelong educator, 

discussing the massive changes coming in education in New Mexico. She also explains some of 

her important health legislation such as the Prior Authorization Bill, SB i88, and the Safe Harbor 

for Nurses Act, SB 82. 

3/18/19 Report from Santa Fe Santa Fe author Caroline Fraser, recipient of the 2018 Pulitzer 

Prize for Biography for her book "Prairie Fires: the American Dreams of Laura Ingalls Wilder." 

Fraser’s book was also named among the New York Times' "Ten Best Books of 2017," and won 

the National Book Critics Circle Award for Biography. 

3/25/19 Report from Santa Fe  New Mexico author Michael McGarrity discussing his new book 

"Residue," the thirteenth in his popular Kevin Kerney crime novels set in New Mexico. 

McGarrity is also the author of the American West trilogy, historical novels also set in New 

Mexico consisting of "Hard Country," "Backlands," and "The Last Ranch." 

4/1/2019 Report from Santa Fe  Part One of a two-part interview with award-winning journalist 

Dahr Jamail, author of "The End of Ice: Bearing Witness and Finding Meaning in the Path of 

Climate Disruption." The author, who Jeremy Scahill calls the “quintessential unembedded 

reporter,” visits “hot spots” around the world in a global quest to discover how we will cope with 

our planet’s changing ecosystems “The End of Ice,” follows Jamail as he scales Denali, the 

highest peak in North America, dives in the warm crystal waters of the Pacific only to find 

ghostly coral reefs, and explores the tundra of St. Paul Island, where he meets the last 

subsistence seal hunters of the Bering Sea and witnesses its melting glaciers. Accompanied by 

climate scientists and people whose families have fished, farmed, and lived in the areas he visits 

for centuries, Jamail begins to accept the fact that the Earth is, most likely, in a hospice situation. 

Ironically, this allows him to renew his passion for the planet’s wild places, cherishing Earth in a 

way he has never been able to before. Jamail discusses the worldwide Kids' Climate Marches 

and strikes, and describes the hope the new young leaders of the world represent, quoting Greta 

Thunberg, the Swedish 16-year-old climate activist who says "Act as if your house is on fire 

because it IS!" 

4/8/2019 Report from Santa Fe Dahr Jamail, Award-Winning Journalist & Author Part 2 of a 2-

Part Interview. Book: "The End of Ice: Bearing Witness and Finding Meaning in the Path of 

Climate Disruption" Visits “Hot Spots” Around The World In A Global Quest To Discover How 

We Will Cope With Our Planet’s Changing Ecosystems. -- Dr. Phil Stoddard, the Mayor of 

South Miami --“If we had a responsible government, we would be looking at a government 

controlled and funded and orchestrated evacuation of millions of people out of south Florida... 

We need to be relocating archives, and hospitals, and libraries and things that we don’t want to 

be lost. And finding a way to relocate all these people to higher ground literally and find jobs and 

instead, what do we have? We have this state where the previous governor, Rick Scott, who is 

now a senator, forbade state employees to use the words ‘climate change and global warming.” 

March 29, 2019 – This week REPORT FROM SANTA FE presents Part Two of a two-part 

interview with award-winning journalist Dahr Jamail, author of "The End of Ice: Bearing 

Witness and Finding Meaning in the Path of Climate Disruption." Jamail visits “hot spots” 

around the world in a global quest to discover how we will cope with our planet’s changing 

ecosystems. In this episode, he focuses on melting permafrost and dangerous methane emissions 



in the Arctic, the dramatic excess methane flaring in NW New Mexico, and the issue of sea level 

rise. “The End of Ice,” follows Jamail as he scales Denali, the highest peak in North America, 

dives in the warm crystal waters of the Pacific only to find ghostly coral reefs, and explores the 

tundra of St. Paul Island, where he meets the last subsistence seal hunters of the Bering Sea and 

witnesses its melting glaciers. Sustainability experts feel there are 3 schools of thought on how to 

handle the crisis of climate disruption – fix what we can, mitigate the worst of it, and adapt as 

fast as we can to the changes. Also new in this episode, Jamail explores the issue of sea level 

rise, especially in South Florida. Jamail states, “The catastrophe is upon us and it is going to 

intensify so what do we need to do to adapt? So we need to completely relocate south Florida. 

We need to stop putting any money in any infrastructure that is at sea level or nearby sea level... 

So it is going to make sense to start relocating people, building things differently, and certainly 

figuring out how we are going to grow food differently where our water source is going to go? 

And what does it really make sense economically to be doing? We are talking about total change 

in the entire system of how we are going to live.” QUOTE: “Our western industrial civilization 

talks about what are my rights? And indigenous wisdom teaches us - what are my obligations? 

What are my obligations to serve the planet, and what are my obligations to future generations? 

And so to me I think it is a completely different ontology of if we start acting as people looking 

at life through the lens of what are my obligations of service, instead of how can I get mine? We 

are going to start behaving very differently and I feel like that time is upon us. – Dahr Jamail 

“The End of Ice” 

4/15/2019 Report from Santa Fe Lilly Ledbetter who led long struggles to end gender wage 

inequality. The first piece of legislation President Obama signed as president was the Ledbetter 

Fair Pay Act, named after Lilly Ledbetter. This program was taped on April 2, 2019, the 10th 

anniversary of the signing of this landmark piece of legislation. 

4/22/2019 Report from Santa Fe Anne Hillerman, award-winning reporter and New York Times 

best-selling author. Anne recently was awarded the 2019 Frank Waters Award for Literary 

Excellence by the Friends of the Pikes Peak Library District.  Hillerman's novels include Spider 

Woman's Daughter, Rock with Wings, Song of the Lion, and Cave of Bones. Her newest novel, 

The Tale Teller, is the fifth Bernadette Manuelito mystery, written in the spirit of continuing the 

legacy of her father Tony Hillerman's best-selling Joe Leaphorn/Jim Chee novels, set in Navajo 

Country. Anne is honored and delighted to continue the mystery series Tony created beginning 

in 1970. In her mysteries, Anne has expanded the role of female Navajo policewoman Bernadette 

Manuelito from her father's books, into a major character who excels in sleuthing and crime 

solving and provides insights into Navajo life, history, culture, religion, and art. “When Anne 

Hillerman took over the series that made her father, Tony, famous, she gave voice to the female 

characters in the series, bringing them into the mainstream narrative without taking anything 

away from the male characters upon whom the series was built. Hillerman wisely left the best 

parts of her father’s beloved characters’ storylines intact while creating compelling new 

additions...As is always the case with Hillerman novels (either Tony or Anne), the supernatural is 

never far from the reader’s mind. Witchcraft and Native American lore permeate the narrative in 

a way that has appealed to readers for nigh on 50 years, with no end in sight.” (From Whodunit 

by Bruce Tierney) Anne also is the author of the award-winning Tony Hillerman’s Landscape: 

On the Road with Chee and Leaphorn, created with husband/photographer Don Strel, and 



honored as the best photo book of the year by the Mountains and Plains Booksellers. Praise for 

Anne Hillerman: “A worthy continuation of Tony Hillerman’s Leaphorn & Chee series. Anne 

ably returns to Navajo Country in a colorful mystery that is both fascinating and vividly 

compelling.”- David Morrell, New York Times bestselling author of Murder as a Fine Art and 

First Blood (Rambo). "A must-read for anyone who loved the great Tony Hillerman novels."- 

Douglas Preston, #1 New York Times best-selling author 

4/29/2019 Report from Santa Fe  Representative Debbie Armstrong, D-District 17, chair of the 

NM House Health and Human Services Committee, discussing the important changes in health 

care in New Mexico that were passed in the recent 60-Day Session and signed into law by 

Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham. 

5/6/2019 Report from Santa Fe Dr. Elizabeth Hoover, professor and author of "The River Is In 

Us: Fighting Toxics In a Mohawk Community," and "From Garden Warriors to ‘Good Seeds;’ 

Indigenizing the Local Food Movement." Hoover discusses environmental health and justice in 

Native communities, indigenous food movements, seed sovereignty, and protecting the 

biodiversity of seeds in this time of climate disruption. 

5/13/2019 Report from Santa Fe Howie Morales, the Lieutenant Governor of the state of New 

Mexico and a longtime educator. As Lt. Governor, Morales presides over the NM Senate and 

discusses education in New Mexico and the sweeping changes in education set into motion this 

past 60-Day Legislative Session. 

5/20/2019 Report from Santa Fe Medicine & Miracles in the High Desert - My Life among the 

Navajo People” “Erica Elliott writes fearlessly, with an original voice that grabbed me from the 

first page. I love this book.” ~ Anne Hillerman, author, “Spider Woman's Daughter,” “Rock with 

Wings.” “This book is sorely needed at this moment in America when divisive voices incessantly 

warn us of the other, the foreigner, those who “are not like us.” “Medicine and Miracles in the 

High Desert: My Life among the Navajo People” reveals how diversity and inclusiveness can 

enrich our own society — a lesson on which our future may depend.” ~ Larry Dossey, MD, 

author of “One Mind” May 16, 2019 -- This week's guest on REPORT FROM SANTA FE is Dr. 

Erica Elliott discussing her book “Medicine & Miracles in the High Desert - My Life Among the 

Navajo People.” Dr. Elliott is a physician practicing in Santa Fe, NM and her memoir traces the 

amazing odyssey of her life as an adventurer, world traveler, educator, author, doctor, and healer. 

In 1971, right out of college, Erica went to the Navajo Reservation to teach school. Although the 

cultural differences were almost overwhelming at first, she succeeded in learning the difficult 

Navajo language, and grew to love and understand the complex Navajo culture. She spent 

summers sheepherding in a remote area of the Reservation near Shiprock. Her experiences with 

the Navajo people were transformative and later in her life, after time in the Peace Corps and 

completing medical school, she returned to Cuba, New Mexico, providing medical care to 

primarily Navajo patients. 

5/27/2019 Report from Santa Fe New Mexico's Commissioner of Public Lands Stephanie Garcia 

Richard discussing current hot topics in the Land Office - the Greater Chaco Landscape land use 

restrictions, the Border Wall, the Spaceport, methane flaring and venting in NW New Mexico, 

and the expanding role of renewable energy at the Land Office. 



6/3/2019 Report from Santa Fe Dana PRIEST, a two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter for 

The Washington Post. Priest is an expert on U.S. intelligence, military, cybersecurity, and human 

rights. She is the author of two best-selling books, "The Mission: Waging War and Keeping 

Peace with America's Military" (2003) and "Top Secret America."  

6/10/2019 Report from Santa Fe Guest: D'jean Jawrunner, sculptor and artist, Foundry Director 

and Art Professor Emeritus at Mesalands Community College in Tucumcari, NM. D'jean directs 

the internationally acclaimed "Iron Pour" at the Foundry at Mesalands Community College. 

6/17/2019 Report from Santa Fe Temple Grandin, doctor of animal science and professor at 

Colorado State University, best-selling author, autism activist, consultant to the livestock 

industry on animal behavior, and the subject of an award-winning HBO biographical film 

“Temple Grandin.” In 2010, she was listed in Time Magazine’s list of the 100 most influential 

people in the world, in the "Heroes" category. Dr. Grandin is celebrating the release of her new 

book, “Calling All Minds: How to Think and Create Like an Inventor.” An accomplished 

inventor herself, Grandin shares her experiences and insights into her processes of tinkering and 

building, offering excellent advice to aspiring young inventors for realizing their own innovative 

ideas. She also discusses autism and her iconic book, “Thinking in Pictures: Other Reports from 

My Life with Autism.” Temple Grandin is the most accomplished and well-known adult with 

autism in the world. A specialist in animal behavior, Dr. Grandin has penned the New York 

Times bestsellers “Animals in Translation: Using the Mysteries of Autism to Decode Animal 

Behavior,” and “Animals Make Us Human: Creating the Best Life for Animals.” She wrote the 

standard text "Humane Livestock Handling," and is a highly respected designer of livestock 

handling facilities. It is said that half of the beef processed in North America is done in facilities 

designed by Dr. Grandin. 

6/24/19 Report from Santa Fe REPORT FROM SANTA FE features a discussion of the 

upcoming International Folk Art Market Santa Fe -- the world’s largest folk art festival -- with 

Co-Founder Judith Espinar and Chief Executive Officer Stuart Ashman.  The International Folk 

Art Market on Museum Hill celebrates its 16th annual gathering (July 12-14) with over 150 

artists from 50 countries. This year’s cross-cultural fair features 45 first-time artists, including 

artists from three countries never before represented at the Market: Australia, Bulgaria and Iraq. 

The Market’s influence as a global change maker has been on the rise since its inception in 2004 

-- its impact felt by individual artists, family enterprises, artisan cooperatives and communities 

worldwide. As of 2018, the Market has generated more than $31 million in artist earnings. As 

these earnings return home with the artists, many from developing countries where the daily 

income averages less than $3.10 a day, the Market’s impact ripples through their communities. 

To date, Market activities have touched an estimated 1.3 million lives worldwide.  The 2019 

Market also brings more Innovation, a category introduced to wide acclaim in 2017. 29 artists 

are featured in this year’s Innovation Inspiration exhibition area, which celebrates the vision of 

artists who translate traditional folk art materials and techniques into works of modern meaning. 

KANW partners with producing station KENW-TV, to broadcast Dateline New Mexico is 

hosted by Mark Bentley and provides statewide news and information regarding 

government and politics. 

 



8/29/18 Dateline New Mexico The late entry of former governor, Libertarian Presidential 

candidate Gary Johnson for the senate generating money for the campaign becomes an issue. To 

help Johnson put $100,000 of his own money into the campaign.  That may not be the last of his 

money in the race. UNM 3.1 Billion economic output annually into the community. Johnson’s 

money can be put to use for advertising and other campaign operations. Compared with martin 

Heinrich – the democrat and incumbent – Johnson is way behind. Heinrich has about $4 million 

in the pot.  

 

8/14/18 Dateline New Mexico The democratic candidate for the house seat that has been held 

until the end of this year was unseated in the primary by Andrea Romero who was the executive 

director of the regional coalition of LANL Communities.  Was because she quit under a cloud of 

having misused funds for travel which included tickets to a baseball game and alcohol along with 

high dollar meals. 

 

8/18/19 Dateline New Mexico Veronica Garcia is the former secretary of public education under 

Bill Richardson – and is now the superintendent of the Santa Fe school district.  Christopher 

Ruszkowski is now the secretary of public education in the waning days of Susana Martinez 

second term and recently said that because 56 percent of Santa Fe schools got D or F grades – it 

was time to look to the superintendent for accountability. 

 

8/20/19 Dateline New Mexico "The UNM Board of Regents met again Friday – this time 

following the rules laid out in the open meetings act – and again voted to cut four sports.  Despite 

an enormous public outcry.   On Friday – the regents heard from students involved in sports like 

beach volleyball – soccer and diving and skiing – they heard from residents and from legislators 

– and in the end – changed their original decision only to keep diving.  

 

8/24/18 Dateline New Mexico New Mexico lacked behind other states to recover from the 

recession– but thanks to the boom in oil and gas development – recover it has.  A new report 

shows that the state legislature will have 1.2 billion – yes billion – more dollars to play with than 

anticipated. How will they spend it? 

 

8/29/18 Dateline New Mexico The late entry of former governor, Libertarian Presidential 

candidate Gary Johnson for the senate generating money for the campaign becomes an issue. To 

help Johnson put $100,000 of his own money into the campaign.  That may not be the last of his 

money in the race. UNM 3.1 Billion economic output annually into the community. Johnson’s 

money can be put to use for advertising and other campaign operations. Compared with martin 

Heinrich – the democrat and incumbent – Johnson is way behind. Heinrich has about $4 million 

in the pot.  

 

KANW Produces New Mexico News Monday through Friday, AM and Pm drive time and 

midday.  

 

KANW New Mexico Close-up, hosted by Deborah Martinez, features a daily profile of the 

unique people who call New Mexico home and news from New Mexico.  

 

7/10/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up "Those are the voices of the African Children’s Choir, 

traveling through the southwest and bringing their music and dance to Albuquerque on July 22. 

Amy Berry is one of seven chaperones traveling with 18 Ugandan youngsters for a 9-month tour 

of the US.  They started in the northeast in December, then boarded their bus south to Georgia, 

Alabama, Oklahoma, Texas, and soon, Albuquerque.  To get in to the African Children’s Choir, 

each of these 8 to 11-year-olds had to audition, but Berry says, music is in their blood. It’s part of 



the culture in Africa to have music and singing, so it’s based more on their need for education 

than anything else.  Most families can’t afford to send their kids to school in Uganda. The music 

ranges from Gospel to contemporary African songs and dances. Once the tour is over, they get to 

attend school in Uganda. Berry says even though the kids spend a lot of time on the bus, they 

love the experience and they get tutoring along the way.  It’s just a great opportunity to see parts 

of the world they don’t always get to see and they learn so much from that.  They’re really happy 

to spend this time together and they love to dance and sing, so it’s a joy for them. The African 

children’s Choir comes to Albuquerque on Sunday, July 22.   

 

7/12/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up “Lawmakers on Wednesday heard from managers of 

the two main pension funds for public employees.  Combined assets of those funds total $28-

billion.    Everyone agreed reforms need to be enacted in order to shore up the plans for 

beneficiaries.   State Senator Bill McCamley of Las Cruces lamented the thousands of vacancies 

in state jobs under Governor Susana Martinez’s administration and contends that’s part of the 

problem.  

In my experience, almost every department that has come before the legislature has had a 30% or 

higher vacancy rate.  Not only does that suck for the workers, but there’s also less money coming 

into the retirement fund.  

Even a one percent vacancy rate has a negative effect on the funds’ bottom line, as noted in the 

Education Retirement Board’s presentation.  The last time lawmakers passed reforms in 2013, 

pension plans saw improvement, with manager’s even forecasting future solvency.  But with 

steady declines in hiring and a more cautious investment strategy in less risky stocks, together 

with the fact that retirees are living longer, liabilities are mounting.  Again, State Senator Bill 

McCamley. 

Should we be hiring more teachers, yes, when you look at the state engineer’s office and social 

workers at CYFD and others, should we be making sure those people are in place, yes?  And the 

other argument is that with money coming into the retirement fund that should also help with 

long-term stability for the funds. 

Pension fund managers will present a plan for sustainability to lawmakers in November. 

Meanwhile the state is feeling the sting of a downgrade in its credit rating because of those 

liabilities." 

 

7/13/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up “The state canvassing board has certified the recount 

of votes for the Libertarian Party’s Governor and Lt. Governor Races in New Mexico.  Members 

of the board include Chair Governor Susana Martinez, State Supreme Court Justice Judith 

Nakamura, and Secretary of State Maggie Toulouse Oliver.   Reporters were invited to the board 

meeting in the governor’s conference room of the capitol on Weds. 

The clerks of eight counties had convened a recount last week in Doña Ana, Otero, Chavez, 

Bernalillo, Sandoval, San Juan, Los Alamos and Santa Fe counties.  While libertarian 

gubernatorial candidate Bob Walsh gained 11 votes for a total of 186, neither he nor the 

candidate running for Lt. Governor, Robin Dunn, reached the threshold of 230 votes in order to 

be included on the November ballot. After the meeting Secretary of State Toulouse Oliver talked 

about her general disappointment in the vote. 

You know I always think it’s better for the voters when there are more choices on the ballot, and 

that’s one of the reasons I wanted to see primaries opened so that we could have more voters 

participating in who would appear in gen. election ballot. It is disappointing in that the voters 

will have fewer choices, but this is the way the system works and unfortunately the libertarians 

weren’t able to make the mark this time around. 

Back in 2016 Libertarian presidential candidate Gary Johnson got the state major party status 

when he won 9 percent of the vote.  But this year, the party won’t have a candidate for either 

governor or lt. governor on the ballot." 



 

7/17/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up “The state agency that manages and invests New 

Mexico’s endowment funds is called the State Investment Council.  It’s made up of 11 members:  

two appointed by the governor and four by the state legislative council and four elected officials.  

The governor is the Chair.  This week managers reported how NM’s two major funds are doing, 

and explained its current investment strategies.  Charles Wollman is the spokesman. 

The permanent funds are producing at a record rate.  This year the distributions will be $747-

million – that’s 58-million more than last year alone.  The distribution out of the Severance Tax 

Fund will be $220-million, up $10-million year over year. 

Those two funds – the Severance Tax Permanent Fund and the Land Grant Permanent Fund feed 

the state’s general bank account, including New Mexico’s schools.  After the 2008 recession hit, 

Wollman says the State Investment Council undertook new investment strategies, to protect the 

state from the volatility of the stock market. 

We’re more defensive, more diversified in the way that we invest these funds than we were 10 

years ago.  We have much less exposure to stocks, and much greater investments in real estate 

and real assets that tend to generate income regardless of what the stock market it doing, so that’s 

the biggest step that we’ve taken in improving these funds. 

Wollman says those investment strategies are key to protecting NM’s assets. The SIC also urges 

caution in tapping the state’s education piggy bank that is the Land Grant Permanent Fund.  

More on that controversy, next time.”  

  

7/18/2018KANW New Mexico Close-up "Several New Mexico cities are looking to Santa Fe 

and a pilot program aimed at reducing the number of repeated emergency room visits by the 

same patients.  A survey several years ago found that about four-percent of 911 callers were 

using 20 percent of ER healthcare services every year, so fire department leaders launched the 

mobile integrated health office.  Faith Applewhite is one of the paramedics assigned to the team. 

We have had traditionally one tool to help these people, which is transport them to the 

emergency room.  So that can feel frustrating and develop its own kind of burnout when you see 

the same problem over and over and you don’t have the tools to address it. 

Now, Applewhite says, the mobile health office pilot program dedicates three paramedics and a 

social worker to coordinating care for the patients, to tackle the cause of the problem, whether 

they need drug rehabilitation, for instance, or home healthcare services, or to move into assisted 

living. 

The most common scenario is that they do go to the ER because something is inhibiting them 

from getting the care they need from a primary care provider; whether it’s substance abuse 

disorder, mental illness, homelessness. These are the people who are really in need of the 

services they just aren’t getting from the existing infrastructure. 

Applewhite says even though firefighters and paramedics don’t typically enter the field to 

become social workers, the emergency management services already in place within fire 

departments seem like a logical structure to provide social services as well.    More on what the 

mobile integrated health office does, tomorrow." 

7/26/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up "After a Santa Fe District Court Judge ruled against 

the state recently in a lawsuit demanding its vulnerable students get an adequate education, 

advocates said it’s about accountability and systemic issues.  The top lawmaker in the State 

House of Representatives agrees.  House Speaker Brian Egolf of Santa Fe says lawmakers have a 

plan that’s now underway to raise revenue from different sources to fill the education gap and 

reform the way money is distributed. 

The sufficiency gap is now at $350-million.  We were able to put more money into teachers’ 

salaries and in the class room last year.  But the need and the gap are significant.  We’ll likely 

have to look at how education dollars are allocated – not just a ‘put more money into the system’ 



issue but how and where it is being spent.  I think consolidating smaller districts will save money 

and let us put more into the classroom. 

Egolf, a Democrat, says over the last 7-1/2 years under Republican Governor Susana Martinez, 

lawmakers have tried raising taxes on corporations and higher income-earners, but those bills 

have been vetoed.  He says Democrats want to earmark money specifically for classrooms, but 

they have to work within the bounds of 89 separately elected school districts.  The judge’s order 

gives the legislature and state school officials until next April to make significant progress 

towards adequately funding schools and providing a proper education for special ed, English 

language learners, children living in poverty and Native Americans. 

 

7/27/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up "NM’s students, parents and school districts just got 

validation of their rallying cry from a New Mexico District Court judge: the state isn’t giving all 

students, especially at-risk, Native American and Hispanic kids the best possible education, and, 

the judge said it must provide more funding to schools overall.    Charles Bowyer is the 

executive director of the state’s National Education Association union that represents teachers.  

He says the lawsuit asked for as much funding as is needed. 

If that takes 43% of the budget or 70%.  That’s what the lawsuit is saying, fund the actual need.  

When we first created the state’s funding formula, it was an empirical way to fund need: 

whatever it takes to fund a 6th grader.  We don’t fund on the # of kids, but on the actual need.  

We were the first to do this and our funding formula is still a model.  But it needs to be tweaked 

and not be one that distributes the poverty but adequately funds the need in our classrooms. 

Lawmakers have until just after the next legislative session to provide schools the money they 

need to ensure all children get the education they need to succeed later in college and in their 

professional lives.  Bowyer says task forces have found schools need from ¾ of a billion to one 

billion dollars to fill the funding gap. 

 

July 31, 2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up "Albuquerque’s controversial vehicle-seizure 

program is likely to undergo changes after a U.S. district judge ruled that the program is 

unconstitutional, according to attorneys for a woman who filed a lawsuit against the city. 

The city for years has allowed police to take cars from anyone arrested on suspicion of a second 

or subsequent drunken-driving offense, or someone arrested for driving on a revoked license. 

The vehicles were seized regardless of whether the driver was the owner. 

U.S. District Judge James Browning’s 105-page opinion, filed over the weekend, found problems 

with the city’s policy of making vehicle owners prove their innocence when their car was seized 

after being driven by someone else. 

And the judge said it was improper that the money the city collected from the program was used 

to pay the salaries of employees who work in the program. 

“The forfeiture program … violates procedural due process, because owners have to prove that 

their cars are not subject to civil forfeiture,” Browning wrote. 

The city probably will have to change its ordinance to bring its program in line with the judge’s 

ruling, said Robert Everett Johnson, an attorney for the Institute for Justice, which worked on the 

case. 

“If the city were to continue operating the (seizure) program the way it’s run now, that would be 

like saying ‘I triple-dog dare you’ to the court,” he said. 

Mayor Tim Keller’s administration previously said it would give vehicle owners who weren’t 

driving when their cars were seized more protections than the previous city administration. But 

no changes have been made in the law. 

“This ruling confirms our concerns with the past approach and the need to protect the 

constitutional rights of people in our community,” Alicia Manzano, a spokeswoman for the 

Mayor’s Office, said in a statement. “At the Mayor’s direction, the City’s Legal department has 



been working to update the program, including limiting it to cases where there has been a 

conviction based on the new state law. 

“The City’s legal team will analyze the impact the ruling will have,” she said. “Meanwhile, APD 

is focusing efforts on effectively combating drunk driving by doubling the number of traffic 

stops and increasing DWI checkpoints and saturation patrols.” 

Under the current ordinance, owners who were not driving would be faced with fines, fees and 

administrative hearings to get their cars back. The city often would agree to release the vehicle 

for thousands of dollars and a boot agreement. 

The judge’s ruling came in a case brought by Arlene Harjo, an Albuquerque woman who lent her 

Nissan Versa to her son, who then took her car to Clovis without permission and was arrested on 

suspicion of drunken driving, according to court filings. 

The city demanded that Harjo pay it $4,000 and agree to have her car booted for 18 months 

before it would release it to her, according to the lawsuit. 

The city has since returned her vehicle. 

 

8/3/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up "A woman whose son borrowed her car and was later 

arrested got the justice she was seeking this week, when a judge said police cannot seize vehicles 

from people who haven’t been convicted of a crime. 

Albuquerque’s ordinance says people in Arlene Harjo’s shoes must pay fines and pay to attend 

hearings before their car can be returned.  She sued, and US District Judge James Browning 

ruled owners don’t have to prove they’re innocent when the city impounds their vehicle.   

A state law passed in 2015 that forbids seizures of people charged, not convicted of a crime, or 

whose car was stolen and then involved in a crime, wasn’t being followed.  Some officials, like 

State Treasurer Tim Eichenberg, claimed in a SF New Mexican article recently that the law is an 

unfunded mandate with no way to enforce it, which came as a surprise to Speaker of the House 

Brian Egolf. 

We did have a bill in the last session that would’ve changed the law to allow law enforcement 

agencies to keep disclaimed property.  That would’ve been good for law enforcement; it 

would’ve made the whole process simpler.  I hadn’t heard from either the DA’s or the treasurer 

before reading that article that they had concerns with the administrative piece of the law; so I 

don’t really know how to address it.  We’ll have to look at it in the next session. 

According to the New Mexican, the city of Santa Fe made almost a half-million dollars from the 

sale of impounded vehicles.  That practice concerned Robert Johnson of the Institute for Justice 

in Virginia, because, he said agencies should not make money off of innocent people’s property.   

 

8/6/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up "Even though torrential rains have hit parts of NM most 

of the state is still deep in drought.  

Gerald Naranjo is a farmer in Chimayo who has felt the effect of this year’s drought first-hand.  

He grows apples, and chile that he turns into ground red powder, and his mom, Isabel Naranjo 

sells her hearty and brilliant Dahlias at the Santa Fe Farmer’s Market.  The flowers sell out most 

Saturdays, but Naranjo says crops are limited with less water for irrigation. 

We used to get water every week, then once a week, now it’s every two weeks.  

The Naranjos made it to the market Saturday, but they had to navigate around state highway 

crews who were busy repairing state hiway 76 – it’s a busy road that connects several northern 

NM communities, and state police had to shut it down Friday because torrential rains the night 

before flooded the road with thick sand, rocks and tree limbs.   

 

We’re hoping we get a good season and steady rains to help our apple trees, and my mom’s 

flowers 



The National Weather Service forecasts a bit higher than average rainy season through 

September.  So while farmers like Naranjo welcome the moisture to sustain crops in a lingering 

drought, they are weary of sudden and violent storms can ruin the harvest. 

 

8/9/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up "Teachers and other school staff are getting fresh 

training this month in how to spot a child who has become a victim of abuse.  The training 

sessions in Albuquerque, Santa Fe and Las Cruces are a collaboration between school districts in 

those cities and the NM Attorney General’s Office.  Attorney General Hector Balderas points out 

that past training sessions helped to save a little girl’s life recently. 

Recently we intervened where a young child was being trafficked by her own parents, and it was 

the training of ours that allowed a nurse to spot the problem.  We’re worried this type of 

abuse/violence could be a problem in any district in NM. 

The parents of the Albuquerque girl are now charged with sex trafficking after the girl revealed 

to a school nurse that she and her mom would “work the streets.”  Attorney General Balderas 

says training will focus on that kind of code language from students and other signs of abuse 

teachers can identify. 

Most importantly we want to train them on which law enforcement to contact.  Many times 

teachers mistake signs of poverty and overlook that they’ve been humanly trafficked or sexually 

exploited.  A lot of time kids will use code language that if teachers aren’t trained to spot, they 

might miss signs that are right in front of them.” 

The AG’s office will hold training sessions in Santa Fe and Las Cruces this week.   

 

8/13/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up "Getting voters to engage in an election is vital to 

democracy, whether it’s for a city  or state election, or school board or bond elections.  The city 

of Santa Fe will vote on whether they want to consolidate elections, so as to increase 

participation in the voting process, and the mayor of Santa Fe, Alan Weber, thinks it’s a good 

way to engage voters and let the winner ease into their positions. 

We have the city in an elex cycle that doesn’t allow winners to have a transition – no break; you 

campaign, you win, you go to office.  In ABQ there’s 2 months to build a team.   By joining that 

election cycle SF would be much more organized and regularized as a city government. 

Mayor Weber says the shift to municipal elections in the fall would increase voter engagement 

and understanding. 

I think what happens now is off cycle and people don’t know when they should vote.  So if you 

consolidate those elex, voters will be much more energized, activated and that participation will 

go up.  We’ve already had ranked-choice voting and people wanted to know more, not just 1st 

choice, but 2, 3 4th choice and who they’d rank.  We had in mayor’s elex, we had 23 different 

forums and people kept coming, thinking now I have to rank 2d, 3d ,4th – the engagement level 

was really high.  

 

8/17/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up "For the last seven months public financing advocates 

have been working to boost public financing coffers in Albuquerque through a program that was 

first launched in Seattle.  The idea is to give voters vouchers to apply to the candidate of their 

choice.  Advocates collected 28-thousand signatures to place the issue before voters in 

November.   Javier Benavidez describes Democracy Dollars. 

City’s syst stays in place,  if you collect $5 fr 1% you qualify for block grant of $1 for every 

voter; 35-40K for each candidate.  Dem $ is on top of that so you could raise 2x $25 amt from 

peeps in dist. 

 

This week the Bernalillo County Commission that has to sign off on the initiative voted 3-2 

against placing it on the November ballot.  But, Benavidez says, the commission agreed to 

reconsider their vote next week, and it looks like that’s going to happen on Tues. night.  We’ve 



been getting hundreds of calls from people who signed the petition, and if you think about it 

these voters were disenfranchised – not being given a chance to vote on something they signed 

here in Albuquerque. 

Spokesman Benavidez says Dem dollars is a response to the Supreme Court’s Citizens United 

ruling in 2010 that set unlimited contributions by people or businesses in campaigns.  The 

commission is set to reconsider Dem Dollars Tuesday night.   

The Bernalillo County Commission will reconsider a vote next week on a measure asking voters 

to approve giving ""Democracy Dollars"" to their preferred candidate.   

8/24/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up "Remember when elementary schools had orchestras?  

Jerry Dean does – that’s how he started playing trumpet in the fourth grade, and he kept playing 

in Jr. High, expanding his chops to guitar, piano and vocals.  

When I was 13 I started in my dad’s band and continued, playing trumpet and even singing. 

The leader of the band, his dad, was Al Hurricane, Sr., and his brother Al Hurricane Jr., also 

played trumpet. Jerry Dean uses his first and middle name on stage because he says he liked the 

sound of it.  He played with his dad’s band for a few years and then, after a divorce, put music 

aside, but it came back to get him.  In the early 2000s Dean began recording himself and others 

as a producer. 

Yeah, you know, when I started the record company, it wasn’t just myself, I started recording 

other artists, and I continue to record others. 

 

10/4/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up A private company for the second time is appealing a 

decision to stop it from buying up water rights in Western NM and selling them to cities in the 

central part of the state. Augustin Plains Ranch failed to specify who would be buying the water 

rights, and NM law requires they be put to beneficial use, and that they cannot be bought or sold 

on speculation.   Doug Mickeljohn heads the NM Environmental Law Center.  The center 

worked on behalf of environmental groups, as well as ranchers and farmers in the Catron County 

area to oppose the plan.   Mickeljohn notes why this case stands out. :25 Largest in the state – 17 

Billion gallons to be piped out  If Augustin Plains Ranch were to win its appeal, it would become 

a private company with power over the largest water right appropriation of 17 billion gallons per 

year.  Again, Doug Meickeljohn of the NM Environmental Law Center. :21  The second way it 

stands out, is the plan to take water out of the rural area near Datil, and transfer it to the Abq. 

area, including Socorro The area around Datil, NM includes 7 counties, and only one city, Rio 

Rancho has shown interest in signing a contract.  The company’s website says rainwater will 

recharge the ground where water was pumped out, but it also acknowledges NM’s enduring 

drought, making weather prediction iffy at best.  With KANW NM Close-Up, I’m DM.   

10/8/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up Today is the deadline to register as a voter in 

next month’s election in NM.  There are several ways to get registered, including online at 

nmvote.org.  Secretary of State Maggie Toulouse Oliver says with a valid ID, registering is 

pretty easy today. :38  We’ve had online registration since 2016,  but this is the first election 

where we’ve had it available for every aspect of the election and so voters are becoming more 

familiar with it at nmvote.org.  You can go register to vote, update, change party affiliation and 

come back later.  We try to make it really convenient – as long as you have an ID or license you 

can use that website to get registered and to update. Toulouse Oliver’s 20 year old son has been 

exposed to the political process since childhood and the early days of his mother’s campaigns, 

and she says he’s well aware of his civic duty. :25  My older son, I got him to register on his 18th 

birthday and of course he’s worked the polls.  He always tells me – he kinda got dragged to 

political events – he says, ‘Mom, I don’t really want to be involved in politics.’  And I say ‘that’s 

fine, you choose the work that’s right for you, but you have to vote, that’s your duty as a citizen.’ 

Besides registering online, voters can visit their county clerk’s office in person, but today is the 

deadline to register in order to vote in the November 6th election for governor, lt. governor, US 



Senator, US Congress, state auditor, attorney general, and other positions and ballot initiatives. 

With KANW NM Close-Up, I’m Deborah Martinez 

 

10/10/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up Medical providers who work under the supervision of 

a doctor are often the first responders for patients in need.  Debra Newman is a masters degree 

level physician’s assistant who also practices addiction medicine.  Newman describes how her 

training is different from a nurse practitioner’s.  A physician assistant is taught on a physician 

model; taught by physicians.  So when we do our clinical rotations, we do them in surgery, 

cardiology, internal medicine – many of the same fields as doctors.  Ours is  a much shorter 

period of study, 27 months, and then we get our degree, our Masters degree. This is Physician’s 

Assistant week, meant to draw attention to the work people like Debra Newman do every day.  

When asked her motivation for dedicating herself to addiction medicine in the First Judicial 

District Court that includes Rio Arriba County, she doesn’t hesitate to answer. :25 The rates of 

overdose in that community have remained the highest in the state for decades.  There’ve been 

little dips down in certain years, but they’re notoriously high and one of the highest in the nation.  

So how can you not be moved by that; how can you not want to make a difference? Newman 

gets emotional when talking about her patients and their families, all of whom are affected by 

their loved one’s addiction.  Tomorrow, what a day in the life of physician assistant Debra 

Newman as she works to heal the pain of addiction in northern NM. 

 

10/11/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up Albuquerque lawmaker Larry Larranaga passed away 

Tuesday evening, having served 24 years in the New Mexico House of Representatives. He 

spoke to KANW back in January about whether legislators should earn salaries. Representative 

Larranaga said it would change their purpose. :34  Don’t pay legislators, look at Congress – they 

get paid a lot and are they worth it? Larranaga earned two masters degrees, and he worked for 

decades with engineering firm Bohannan Houston in Albuquerque.   He jumped into the race for 

state representative in the mid 90’s while doing community service.  He served in the US Army, 

and Larranaga believed in the government structure as a New Mexico lawmaker. :21 While we 

might think it’s messy and it’s not that great, I’ve been all over world and this system is the best 

in the world – no doubt we have a great system in which we are representative of the people and 

I love it. Larranaga’s time as head of the department of transportation – previously called the 

highway department –also informed his work as a New Mexico State legislator.  He advocated 

for roads and highways as a legislative priority, and he supported business.  A fellow Republican 

called him the Dean of the NM State Legislature.  

 

10/16/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up Fall and winter are when we often see smoke from 

prescribed burns in New Mexico’s forests.  That’s when winds don’t typically kick up and other 

weather conditions are ideal for clearing dead wood, excess pine needles and small trees, 

according to fire officials with the US Forest Service.  Dennis Carril is the fuels program 

manager with the Santa Fe National Forest.   He describes how fires naturally burned every 10 or 

so years before suppressing them became the norm. :20 Fire happened historically, frequently, 

and the difference that we’re seeing today is the element of fire suppression and removing fire 

from the landscape – began in the 1890s.  :33 W/out that fire in place, and that process 

happening frequently - what’s been allowed to happen is ingrowth of trees and a lot of dead, 

downed fuel.  Now when a fire happens during a drought like we’ve had, it’s going to behave out 

of character from how it did historically. Carril says historically forests had about 100 trees per 

acre.  Now ponderosa pine trees number 500 to 1,000 per acre.  Once lightning strikes or people 

are careless and cause a blaze, those thicker stands of trees burn intensely, creating their own 

weather patterns - destroying old growth trees and ruining the soil.  Tomorrow, we’ll talk with 

Dennis Carril about controlled burns that aim to prevent catastrophic forest fires.   

 



10/17/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up One of the measures you’ll see on the ballot when 

you go to vote next month is a resolution to create an ethics commission in NM.  The move has 

been tried before but it has failed in the NM State Legislature.  This time, though, supporters 

prevailed and voters will decide.  The nonprofit group Common Cause has persisted in getting an 

ethics commission established.  Its executive Director Heather Ferguson explains why she thinks 

it will be approved by voters: :25  So far our polling  numbers show great support for an ethics 

commission.  We look forward to fleshing it out so we can get it established. If approved, 

lawmakers will work with their staff and the new governor’s office to set up the commission.  

Appointed members would have the power to investigate complaints of unethical conduct by 

politicians and government workers.  Ferguson says in the current political climate, people are 

reasserting their rights, including the right to vote in all elections. :38  More are engaged now. 

Early voting numbers across the state show Democrats out en force.  In Bernalillo County, 

Democrats comprised 71 percent of the early vote, according to the Associated Press.   

 

10/18/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up Planning for a prescribed burn, also called a 

controlled burn - in NM’s forests can take up to several years.  A burn plan involves looking at 

the effects of the burn on the environment, as well as the best season for ideal weather 

conditions. Dennis Carril is the Santa Fe National Forest fuels program manager. :29  There’s a 

set of environmental parameters that we refer to as our envt’l Rx, and it’s basically ranges of 

temps, of relative humidities, of wind speed and direction and of fuel moistures.  We’ll have an 

upper end and a lower end and we need to work w/in those parameters.  Often times they fall 

w/in cooler temperatures and drier relative humidity. Carril says temps should range from about 

40 degrees up to 80 degrees, with relative humidity from 12% up to 60%. :29 And then, 

throughout the day  someone is assigned that’s going to broadcast the site specific weather to all 

involved so they can track conditions and relate to the fire behavior and how the behavior is 

doing to meet objectives. Monitoring the weather is key to controlling the fire, says Carril, and 

based on the temperatures, the humidity levels, the wind, firefighters know how much ground to 

ignite.  Over the last year in New Mexico, some 17thousand acres have been included in 

prescribed burns.  Carril says the goal is to reduce the odds of catastrophic and costly blazes.  

  

10/24/2018KANW New Mexico Close-up Immigrant rights groups are holding a news 

conference today in Albuquerque to blast the proposed Trump Administration rule they say will 

hurt immigrant communities across the state. Eddie Garcia is a staff attorney with the NM Center 

on Law & Poverty.  He says if a new regulation is approved, it will let government deny basic 

benefits to lawfully present immigrants who need healthcare, food and housing.  And that, he 

says will hurt New Mexico’s economy, too. :15 Certainly NM is a state with a large immigrant 

population, which helps sustain our economy in industries like food service, agriculture and 

others. Garcia says if the federal government expands the so-called “public charge” rule, 

immigrants will have a harder time coming here, and those here already might not reapply for 

benefits they might be receiving.  :17 And essentially a public charge assessment is made when 

s.one applies to come to the US or to adjust their status to become a lawful permanent resident or 

to get a green card. The Department of Homeland Security, known as DHS, reports there are 

about 13.2 million lawful permanent residents in the US.  The LA Times reports that almost 9 

million of those, also known as green card holders, are eligible for citizenship.  There are several 

more weeks left to provide comments to DHS on the proposed tightening of the “public charge” 

rule.  

 

10/26/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up, One group of volunteers that works to gather 

information for voters in statewide elections is the League of Women Voters.  It was founded 

nationally in 1920, and it has branches nationwide, including in NM. Janet Blair is a member.  

She describes the mission of the League To inform and educate about topics voters must decide. 



This year the League of Women Voters has published voter guides all over the state that have 

candidates’ positions on the issues.  Those voter guides also state the facts about initiatives on 

the ballot, without endorsing one candidate or issue over another.  We want to construct 

questions without telling them how to vote.  We try to get decent answers from candidates and 

send out request for their information beginning in the summer because we want to get as 

comprehensive info as possible out to the voters.  Early voting is underway through county 

clerks’ offices in NM, and the League of Women Voters has the voter guide online, too.  The 

League’s New Mexico website is: LWVNM.org. 

 

10/30/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up Early voting has been underway for several weeks 

now in New Mexico, and so far Democrats are dominating the showing, with about 130-

thousand casting ballots out of a total of 240-thousand early voters, according to KRQE TV.  

State workers in Santa Fe attended a rally at a local park where Democratic Gubernatorial 

candidate Michelle Lujan Grisham spoke.  Several later talked about how they are each 

participating in this year’s general election.  Alan Tway speaks first.  :12 The message she brings 

is to get out and vote.  So I’ve voted, my office has voted.  Tway said he’s been voting in 

elections for 48 years. :23  Nothing counts like your vote today.  Historically it is more important 

now than it has ever been.  I remember voting when the age was lowered to 18 and I was 18.  So 

I’ve been voting for awhile – it’s never been as important as it is today. :14  I want to listen to 

the young people; for them to come out is especially important. Ramona Valdez-Lopez’s 

excitement roars through the microphone as she ticks off what she sees as her civic duty. :15  Oh, 

what I’m doing is I got all kinds of people registered and on election day I’m gonna be giving 

people a ride to the polls.  We’re gonna get all those Democrats that sit around and think that 

somebody else is gonna do it – we’re gonna get them out there.  We’re ready for a change! Next 

time, what candidate Lujan Grisham said to state workers on what’s in store if she’s elected 

governor over her Republican opponent, Congressman Steve Pearce.  

 

11/5/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up Every year almost a quarter-million Americans get 

lung cancer, almost 160-thousand die from it – that’s more lives lost than through breast, prostate 

and colon cancers combined.  Dr. Eric Presser counsels patients and he’s authored a book about 

taking charge of lung cancer – the world’s number one killer, he says.  :19 not only am I seeing 

people with early stages, but also later stages and counseling people on smoking and smoking 

cessation, and that they get their cat-scan of the chest. Dr. Presser says former heavy smokers are 

entitled to a cat-scan that can detect cancer before the patient sees symptoms, so they have more 

options for treatment than just chemotherapy and radiation.  And he gives practical advice to 

patients who want to quit.  :34  For example those who smoke, I mention lollipops take care of 

oral fixation, nic patch takes care of the nicotine.  Patients experimenting with juuling, vaping, e-

cigs think it’s better for them but I have to explain the detrimental effects. I have to explain the 

same chemicals are in there, because the nicotine is what the body craves.   Presser says every 

day he talks to patients who are lured by slick advertising and fruity flavors of e-cigarettes, but 

he warns them that the chemicals released through the process of vaping are just as dangerous as 

traditional cigarettes.  :06  Chemicals that you are breathing in by first- or second-hand smoke 

are cancer-causing. Tomorrow …what is “juul-ing?” 

 

11/14/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up Legislators met at a hearing recently to talk about the 

state’s prison population and a recent report by staff showing a disturbing trend.  While the US 

prison population has decreased over the last few years, New Mexico’s is on the rise.  The report 

shows while the nation as a whole saw a 7% decline of people in prison from 2009 to 2016, our 

state’s inmate count increased by 14%.   Senator Cisco McSorley of Albuquerque noted that 

according to the latest legislative report, the state spends $298-million to care for about 73-

hundred inmates through the Corrections Department.  But neither the state nor the private 



company that administers inmate healthcare reveals true costs.  :35  They claim that they’re a 

private co. and they don’t need to give it to the state, and the CD agrees.  So we have a black 

hole of NM taxpayer money going to private prisons, even at public prisons (jails) they’re 

receiving private healthcare and we as representatives and the public can’t find out how much 

it’s costing and how good the treatment is.  McSorley and other lawmakers at the Health and 

Human Services hearing wondered aloud why NM doesn’t operate its prisons itself.  Human 

Services Department staff responded that the prison population’s needs are specialized and there 

is a constant turnover of workers in that high-stress environment. Two and a half years ago the 

state dumped its previous healthcare provider after reports of years of medical neglect and 

dozens of lawsuits by prisoners for inadequate care.  The new provider, Centurion, has also faced 

fines for key vacancies including pharmacists, nurse practitioners and medical director. 

 

11/19/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up The chief justice of NM’s Supreme Court laid out 

next year’s budget request for its 13 judicial districts to lawmakers on Friday, and she asked for 

an increase of almost $9 million.  Chief Justice Judith Nakamura asked for a total budget 

appropriation of $78.8 million dollars for the state’s courts, including more frequent training for 

judges. and one of the problems in NM, is that in other states, training for judges is year-round, 

ongoing, robust to reinforce basic skills and that their kept abreast of changes in the law.  Not so 

in NM, where they only get training once a year at an annual event. An example of the need for 

better training for judges, Nakamura told members of the Legislative Finance Committee, is the 

rollout of last year’s new law on bail bond reform.  It was a constitutional amendment that called 

for release of people arrested who couldn’t afford bond but didn’t pose a threat to their 

community.  Nakamura said proper judicial training would’ve avoided the subsequent confusion 

that surfaced. :31  I think the passage of bail bond reform is an example where we didn’t do a 

very good job of training judges on how to deal with it.  Other states would’ve been meeting 

with the judges, figuring it out and teaching the judges but we didn’t.  Instead we were emailing 

them or they were waiting for court opinions to figure it out.  We should’ve done better, and 

that’s the role of judicial education.  Nakamura said since funding for judicial training comes 

from a fee added to criminal citations, the balance of the training fund is reduced when fewer 

citations are written.   

 

11/25/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up People who emigrate from another country go 

through a long and detailed process to gain lawful entry into the US, and according to the 

Department of Homeland Security, more than 13-million foreign-born people have met those 

benchmarks and have earned a green card.  But attorney Eddie Garcia says qualifying is not a 

simple process. :26  Immigration officers are going to look at age, health, family & financial 

status, immigration status, education and skills – maybe affidavits of support, saying that this 

person is going to have the means not to become a public charge – that the US govt won’t have 

to provide for this person into the future. Once an immigrant gets that green card and becomes a 

permanent resident, they can qualify for public assistance programs by meeting certain criteria as 

low-income residents. :22 You need documentary proof – check stubs, a lease agreement, a state-

issued ID.  Maybe you need a letter from an employer, or a letter from your landlord if you have 

an oral contract. Garcia is a staff attorney with the NM Center on Law & Poverty – the 

immigrant advocacy firm that held a news conference this week to condemn the Donald Trump 

administration for a proposed rule change.  That change, if adopted, could hamper permanent 

residents from accessing public benefits, including their children’s healthcare.   Garcia and the 

other advocacy groups speaking out argue that immigrants are an essential part of the economy 

of New Mexico in several industries, including food service, agriculture and construction, and 

cutting access to health insurance or food stamps will also hurt their communities. 

 



11/26/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up "Recent revelations that chemical contamination of 

water in and around Cannon Air Force Base in east central NM has farmers and the state’s 

congressional delegation up in arms. Congressman Ben Ray Lujan and other lawmakers have 

written to the Air Force for a plan of action, but, he says, they haven’t responded, and he fears a 

nearby dairy farmer could face irreparable harm. :49  Right now they’re not even able to sell 

their milk and so it’s concerning that there’s at least one farm that could go out of business 

because of the negligence of contamination by the Air Force.  It’s called per floralalkyl…an acid 

that appears to be widespread.  While it exists here, my office is understanding it’s a national 

problem.  The same chemicals impacting Curry County’s drinking water are impacting sources 

across the country. The source of the chemicals is a firefighting foam used at the air force base. 

Congressman Lujan says government needs to establish a standard for milk and other foods. :18  

So I sit on the Energy & Commerce Committee and we’re preparing to ask the EPA to fast-track 

safe levels for these chemicals in drinking water.  And the next Congress needs to make sure this 

problem is fully addressed and not repeated. A standard for the chemicals’ hazards in food and 

animals hasn’t been established like it has for water.  Some of the water contamination at 

Cannon has been sampled at up to 200 times EPA limits. 

 

11/30/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up While counting of ballots in some races was still 

underway in NM recently, a state legislative panel was hard at work in preparation for the next 

session in January.  Senator John Arthur Smith chairs the Legislative Finance Committee. At a 

recent break at the LFC, he opined about what brought on the blue wave in New Mexico. :42 

Statistically when you looked at it on paper some races that should not have been lost by the Rs, 

were lost.  Why?  I was on radio and my observation in my district -4 counties that those races 

went national.  Because of the border the rhetoric that took place drowned out anything that was 

happening at the local level.  Senator Smith, who is a Democrat from Deming, said a border wall 

wasn’t really an important issue for local residents, and the GOP’s ad campaign in support of 

building a wall turned off voters there.  And, Smith says, legislative districts in central NM were 

affected in the same way. :22  I didn’t realize it was gonna ripple and that’s my take on what 

happened in the Abq area specifically.  You had some strong R districts that meant you had to 

support some Ds, but then it was reinforced with what happened in the Congress.  Now we all 

have to do what’s best for the state of NM. More with the southern NM senator – John Arthur 

Smith -who’s served the state for 30 years, next time.  

 

12/3/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up "New Mexico’s general fund coffers are filled with 

more than one-billion dollars right now, although the price of oil and gas that makes up that 

windfall, is dropping.  That goes to show how volatile the industry is, and State Senator John 

Arthur Smith is repeating his call for the state to diversify its economy. (We must diversify) 

:23 I’ve been saying that for a long time.  Not just the oil/gas industry but also the military.  I 

don’t want to get rid of any of them, but we need to diversify.  Utah only has one income stream 

that contributes 7%, most are less; here we have 33% either directly or indirectly from oil/gas. 

One third of the state’s income flows from oil and gas, and when lease sales and the price of a 

barrel of oil is high, lawmakers can fund a variety of projects, but just a couple of years ago the 

price of oil plummeted, and legislators had to scrape money from every agency and reserve funds 

just to pay the bills.  Senator Smith, who is the chairman of the finance committee that crafts the 

budget, says it’s time to revise the state’s tax system to help diversify the economy. :18 The way 

you’re best going to diversify that is by tax reform.  I didn’t say tax increases, I said tax reform.  

We need to broaden our base and lower our rate.  I think that will encourage existing businesses 

to say, ‘hey, we might be able to expand a little bit.’ By saying the state needs to “broaden our 

base,” Smith means reintroducing some of the taxes that have been eliminated over the years, 

like the tax on food you buy at the grocery store.  But that idea has faced pushback from 

advocates for low-income earners who save several hundred dollars a year.  Tax reform will 



likely get a lot of attention in the next legislative session, at the same time lawmakers decide how 

to dole out the current $7 billion budget.  

" 

12/6/2018 KANW New Mexico Close-up, Democratic Representative Antonio “Mo” Maestas is 

the co-chairman of the Criminal Justice Reform Subcommittee, and he’s an attorney, beginning 

his 7th term as the lawmaker from the NW part of Albuquerque.  He sat with me at the capitol 

after a recent subcommittee meeting to talk about the recent election and the upcoming 

legislative session. We’re not necessarily an ultra-liberal state; we just rejected the politics of 

authoritarianism and division and an anti-immigrant sentiment.  You know, you can only dish 

out the hate for so long and then it comes back to bite you.  So I’m incredibly proud of NM from 

all 4 corners of the state to vote for reasonable people and a functional government. Maestas 

served for five years as assistant district attorney for Bernalillo County, specializing in the 

prosecution of violent crimes.  Maestas says he looks forward to working with Governor elect 

Michelle Lujan Grisham and the next legislative session. We look forward to meeting with the 

transition team and the new govt.  And of course we’re looking forward to coming up with a pkg 

that’s amenable to the new gov. once the session starts.  Q: how’s session going to be different?  

Very different for a whole host of reasons.  One is, we’ll have secretaries that are trying to 

improve the state and respond to us.  Also having a gov. that’s familiar with the legislative 

process and she’ll participate to the legislative process from the get-go. Representative Antonio 

“Mo” Maestas of Albuquerque’s north valley.   

 

1/21/19 KANW New Mexico Close-up "Guest: Mike Hyattt, Gallup-McKinley County Schools                            

Issues: Gallup-McKinley County schools-one of the poorest in the country; in very specific 

ways, the state has underfunded schools in NM and what’s even more startling, is that the school 

funding formula is not equalized because it doesn’t recognize enough of our at-risk students’ 

needs, nor Native Americans; we as a state need to recognize that these students have been left 

behind for too long and it’s time to change it; Education is a top priority for lawmakers and the 

governor this session, and they have until April to come up with a plan to adequately fund 

education; deadline was set by a Santa Fe District Court judge in response to a lawsuit by 

schools and parents against the state.  Superintendent Hyatt of Gallup-McKinley schools 

describes the extent of poverty affecting student success in his district; many students with no 

electricity, no running water, who have to travel 2 to 3 hours to school every day.  We also have 

1K of our students who are homeless and have high mobility rates;  

 

2/14/19 KANW New Mexico Close-up New Mexico House Speaker Brian Egolf Issue: voters 

approved the idea of forming a New Mexico Ethics Commission; procedures to following 

dealing with complaints against public officials and lobbyists; similar to the Judicial Standards 

Commission; frivolous complaints dismissed; either side can make allegations public; Democrats 

reaching out for input; Representative Damon Ely to present a bill to the House Republicans; the 

bill encourages people to file complaints  

 

3/4/19 KANW New Mexico Close-up  New Mexico Senator Joseph Servantes; New Mexico 

Senator Linda Lopez; Sheriff of San Juan County                                                                                                       

Issues: one of the gun regulation measures making its way through the NM State Legislature this 

session aims to temporarily remove guns from household members with domestic violence 

restraining orders against them; we see news every day of domestic violence situations and this 

bill is just to set a cooling off period; This does make a provision, pg. 7, line 23, 24, to Fed 

firearms licensee, and it makes law enforcement the custodian.  I understand the concerns of law 

enforcement that they may feel ill-equipped or unprepared, but at the same time that is the right 

party to do that, so; Senator Linda Lopez of Albuquerque talked about her fear living with a 

police officer while enduring domestic violence 



  

3/8/19 KANW New Mexico Close-up   New Mexico Senator Mimi Stewart                                             

Issues: sponsor said the measures will provide help to ailing schools as ordered by a District 

Court Judge to resolve a lawsuit; plus is a key component of SB1, adding another 5 weeks to the 

school year; several Senators had questions and several floor amendments were shot down, with 

a majority of Republicans and Democrats finally endorsing both measures that add about $330-

million to public education spending; ""one controversial provision to end public schooling for 

adults over 21 was stricken from the Senate bill;  and there is accountability for accepting at-risk 

program funding, said Stewart; We’re doing something very different, and that’s requiring 

schools to give a narrative of how they are using their at-risk funding; now we fund at-risk, but 

don’t require them to tell us how the $ is being used, and it’s in now in HB5 and SB1; in all, 

legislators committed to a schools budget of $3.2 billion, which is almost half of the total state 

budget 

 

3/11/19 KANW New Mexico Close-up Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham; gun control advocate 

Emily DeAngelis;  Sheriff Adan Mendoza                                                                                                                                     

Issues: People who buy guns on the internet or at gun shows will have to undergo a federal 

background check before they can take possession of that Glock or high-powered rifle in New 

Mexico; mothers like Emily DeAngelis, who said her tears of joy symbolize the work put into 

getting the universal background checks law passed; More than 20 states have similar laws with 

varying restrictions on private gun sales.  Many sheriffs across the state had vowed not to 

enforce the law, but Santa Fe County Sheriff Adan Mendoza said he thinks they’ll fall into line; I 

don’t see it as a second-amendment issue, but as a public safety issue; I think sheriffs will 

enforce the law  

 

 

3/12/19 KANW New Mexico Close-up New Mexico State Senator Peter Wirth                                                                                   

Issues: the sources of independent expenditures to influence elections in New Mexico must be 

made public under a bill headed to the governor for her signature; Senate gave final approval 

Sunday to the bill from Democratic Senator Peter Wirth of Santa Fe; the bill requires the 

reporting of independent political expenditures to state election regulators that exceed $3,000 in 

a statewide election; the reporting threshold for non-statewide elections is $1,000; The bill seeks 

to provide the public with information on the origin of so-called dark money that is spent on 

elections without direct coordination with candidates and campaigns; the legislation would 

require identification of people making independent expenditures and the purpose of the 

spending; the New Mexico Supreme Court on Friday turned away Republican legislators' lawsuit 

challenging Secretary of State Maggie Toulouse Oliver's; require more disclosure of contributors 

to so-called dark money organizations that spend on political campaigns     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

3/15/19 KANW New Mexico Close-up Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham; former Lt. Governor 

Diane Denish; New Mexico Senator Michael Padilla                                                                                                    

Issues: Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham signed into law the creation of a new department on 

Thursday; it’s one that brings together services aimed at improving the lives of infants and 

toddlers and NM’s preschool learners; the governor noted that families will now be able to 

access those state services under one roof, with coordination from agencies that are now doing it 

separately they’re going to have to make sure that they’re participating in that success, and then 

it’s aligning all those dollars that get us to not only universal PreK but all the other related 

services so that we’re clear that we have access to educators and programs and services and 

supports for families to really garner that access; they’re going to have to make sure that they’re 

participating in that success, and then it’s aligning all those dollars that get us to not only 

universal PreK but all the other related services so that we’re clear that we have access to 



educators and programs and services and supports for families to really garner that access; the 

Early Childhood Education and Care Department in the long run should reduce poverty and 

crime as better-educated children mature  

 

3/18/19 KANW New Mexico Close-up Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham; former Lt. Governor 

Diane Denish; New Mexico Senator Michael Padilla                                                                                                    

Issues: Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham signed into law the creation of a new department on 

Thursday; i t’s one that brings together services aimed at improving the lives of infants and 

toddlers and NM’s preschool learners; the governor noted that families will now be able to 

access those state services under one roof, with coordination from agencies that are now doing it 

separately; they’re going to have to make sure that they’re participating in that success, and then 

it’s aligning all those dollars that get us to not only universal PreK but all the other related 

services so that we’re clear that we have access to educators and programs and services and 

supports for families to really garner that access; the Early Childhood Education and Care 

Department in the long run should reduce poverty and crime as better-educated children mature. 

 

3/19/19KANW New Mexico Close-up Republican Senator Craig Brandt of Rio Rancho; 

Democratic Senator Mimi Stewart of Albuquerque Education lawsuit; teacher pay; Republican 

Senator Craig Brandt of Rio Rancho said the unanimous vote will move the state closer to what 

neighboring states pay; and the sponsor of the bill, Senator Mimi Stewart, told NM Close-Up 

that the education lawsuit to improve students’ schooling has forged new friendships at the 

Roundhouse; the lawsuit has been instrumental in helping both the LESC and the LFC work 

together for the last 6 months; it’s been a phenomenal undertaking for the people who care about 

the money and the people concerned about education to work together; Stewart’s bill calls for 

starting teachers to earn $45K within the next three years.  Level two instructors would go from 

getting paid $44K to making $55K, and the top level would make $65K.  Stewart – a Democrat 

from Albuquerque, retired from teaching after 30 years, and says NM must pay for quality 

educators, just as it does for athletics coaches at the universities; it’s important to place salary 

increases into law to prepare for recruitment of new educators  

 

3/29/19 KANW New Mexico Close-up Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham; New Mexico 

Representative Damon Ely; Former State Senator Dede Feldman                                                                                                               

Issues: New Mexico is moving ahead with the creation with an independent ethics commission to 

investigate complaints about the conduct of public officials, political candidates, lobbyists and 

government contractors; this isn’t be used for unfair political purposes; we don’t want a sword 

but we do need a shield; the initiative strikes the right balance between public transparency and 

due process for the accused; you don’t want to tread on a person’s first amendment rights; many 

folks have worked for this day, where we have a working, functioning ethics commission where 

we hold public officials accountable and deal with the #1 issue of the day, corruption 

 

4/2/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up “Recently the mayor of Aztec, NM visited the capitol 

and spoke to NM Close-Up on the issue of background checks on gun sales.  He said he stands 

behind the new law.  But when he returned home, he and several other elected officials were 

criticized for voting against a resolution declaring Aztec wouldn’t follow the law.  Now Mayor 

Victor Snover is the target of a recall effort for his position on gun regulation.  Here he is back in 

March. 

It’s harder for me to get my license renewed.  You know, if I go down there and I don’t have to 

make two trips, it’s the greatest day ever.  On the flip side, I can go down to a community center 

during a gun show and there’s no one asking me anything.  I just think that you have to do 

something. And I don’t think that’s unreasonable – to make sure that the people buying fire arms 



from you that could kill another human being – that you’re legit – and you should be willing to 

do be vetted. 

Mayor Snover was at Aztec High School when two students were shot dead back in December of 

2017.  He retired from West Virginia’s Army National Guard as a recruiter and thought Aztec 

High School would be a good place to teach kids in the Army Jr. ROTC.  Snover said Aztec 

should give law enforcement tools they’ve been asking for to keep them safe. 

We need to not just support law enforcement by stickers and cool FB posts, we need to give 

them the tools they’re asking to be given.  I don’t know what it’s like to go into a school, guns a 

blazing, or go to a domestic violence case where someone is threatening to do harm or commit a 

violent act. 

Besides the background check law, a gun bill that would protect domestic violence victims 

awaits the governor’s signature.  Backers of the recall petition are also against that measure.   

 

4/8/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up “Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham has recruited her new 

state police chief from within the ranks.  Tim Johnson has 19 years of experience with the state 

PD.  He has dealt with DWI cases, homicides, and white collar crime, and for the last four years 

he’s worked the investigations bureau.  Johnson is a graduate of Roswell High, and has a BA in 

criminal justice from Huron University in South Dakota.  But he deflects credit for 

accomplishments to his subordinates. 

The chief is not the most important member.  The folks who are out there working wrecks in 

snow storms, dismantling meth labs …those are the most important members of the team, not the 

chief.  I’m very happy to lead them, but when credit is due, it shouldn’t be directed at me but at 

them.” 

Johnson said the public are the most important constituents he serves.  Governor Lujan Grisham 

also gave promotions to three veteran police officers, including a woman who will head the 

community policing unit – Deputy Chief Carolyn Huynh—she’s been a state cop since 2003. 

We’ve been talking about criminal justice reform, about keeping communities safer – our 

constitutional right to be safe, about leadership, community policing.  And we’re going to keep 

talking about working together to close the gaps which I perceive to be one of the issues in 

addressing our more serious crimes. 

Chief Johnson said he’ll be targeting the 17% vacancy rate in the state police force, with a 

special focus on recruiting more women.  Right now only 7% of 650 officers are female.   

 

4/9/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up  "After the last state police chief was sued by several 

former subordinates and retired at the end of last year, the force went without a leader for several 

months.  But on Friday, Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham introduced her and her Department of 

Public Safety secretary’s choice for a new state PD chief, Tim Johnson.  Chief Johnson said a 

few words during the governor’s news conference about whom he and his officers work for: 

And most important boss would be the citizens, and those folks passing through and visiting our 

great state – we work for them, as do the folks who make up our department – they’re the 

number one boss.  The barometer of my success and the dept’s success will be the feedback we 

receive from the community. 

Chief Johnson comes to his new post with 19 years of experience from within NM State Police, 

at every level including white collar crime, DWI, investigations, and more.  Along with Johnson, 

Governor Lujan Grisham also promoted two men and a woman to serve as deputy chiefs.  

Johnson’s public information officer said the entire police force of 650 is happy to have a new 

chief in place. 

Everyone in the dept. is very excited for today.  We’re looking for good things that are going to 

happen with this administration.  There’s no doubt that the officers in the field have great 

leadership in place, that great things are going to be moving on, moving forward. 



Johnson outlined his plan for improving recruitment overall, but especially among women.   He 

noted that a new part of his plan will include telling recruits early in the application process the 

city where they would be based, so they can plan accordingly. 

 

4/11/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up "Seventy-seven years ago more than 60-thousand 

American and Filipino soldiers were forced to march more than 60 miles to a prison camp during 

World War II. They faced starvation and torture along the way on the Philippine Bataan 

peninsula.  Yesterday outside Santa Fe’s Bataan Memorial Building several hundred people 

remembered the extreme sacrifice those men made, including hundreds of New Mexicans. 99 

year-old Bill Overmeyer of Albuquerque, says he was not forgiving of his Japanese captors. 

No, I was not.  I had to remember and I was recaptured by the Japanese. Q: and today how do 

you feel?  I feel safer. 

But while Overmeyer survived his experience that lasted 3-1/2 years, as many as 20K others did 

not – either succumbing to torture or disease, starvation or experimentation.  NM National Guard 

Adjutant General Kenneth Nava recounted details from an interview he did with survivor Ernest 

Montoya – now deceased. 

We cannot forget these terrible things because we cannot let them happen again.  For example, 

how many of you remember the covert, secret unit that did chemical and biological testing on 

our soldiers.  I remember Ernest telling me that everyone avoided going to the infirmary because 

if you did, you wouldn’t come out. 

Nava says only half of the 1800 men from New Mexico returned home. The few left today are in 

their late 90’s.   

 

4/11/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up  "New Mexicans came to the state capital on Tuesday 

to honor the men of the 200th and the 515th post artillery units who defended the island nation of 

the Philippines, beginning the day after the Japanese raid on Pearl Harbor in 1941 in Hawaii.  60-

thousand American and Filipino troops – including 1800 New Mexicans - stood their ground, 

even though they were outnumbered.  But after several months, they were forced to surrender, 

and so began the Bataan Death March of 1942.  Mayor Alan Webber said these heroes must live 

on. 

It’s really important to do this every year and to celebrate the individuals, but also to carry their 

values with us every day into the future. 

David Smith’s dad Arturo Basilio Smith of Santa Fe was a survivor of Bataan.  He would flavor 

his daily rice ball with the sweat of his brow after laboring in the rice paddy fields of his POW 

camp.   

How long was he a prisoner?  3yrs, 8 mos.  How much did he weigh when he got out?  72 

pounds.  He had tropical diseases – dysentery.  I took him to the VA hospital, took care of him, 

and he always had a positive attitude. 

Still, Smith says, his dad’s nightmares followed him. 

Me and my brother would be sleeping in the bedroom next to him and he’d wake up screaming 

and yelling and in a cold sweats.  In those days they called it shell-shock.  Today it’s PTSD – 

they didn’t know what it was. 

 

4/12/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up “This week New Mexicans remembered soldiers of the 

Bataan Death March on the island nation of the Philippines that began in 1942.  1800 soldiers 

from NM were forced to walk 66 miles and then labored at prison camps for three and a half 

years, when World War II ended in Japanese surrender.   

Also this week NM’s congressional delegation introduced legislation that will give the highest 

honor bestowed on citizens – the Congressional Gold Medal - to those soldiers who fought.  Judy 

Griego, secretary of NM’s Veteran’s Affairs Dept., read a proclamation from Gov. Michelle 

Lujan Grisham at Tuesday’s remembrance, praising the members of the 200th and 515th 



regiments, who had been conducting a peace-time training exercise in the Philippines when they 

were activated and fought Japan for several months. 

Whereas despite being outnumbered and outgunned, members put up a gallant defense before 

they were ordered to surrender.  This order was given over the objections of the soldiers 

themselves, who wanted to keep fighting to the end, rather than quit. 

About 900 veterans survived the death march and subsequent prison camp atrocities – many of 

them getting married and starting families after the war.  Bill Overmier met his future wife Anne 

through a matchmaking friend.  She tells the story. 

Well I didn’t know him when he was in prison – I was still in high school in Lovington.  I had to 

get out of high school to come to ABQ to meet him on a blind date.  But next week we will have 

been married 71 years, so that tells you something right there. 

Anne Overmier is 89, and her husband Bill is one of NM’s last survivors of the infamous Bataan 

Death March, defying the odds at age 99. 

 

4/24/2019KANW New Mexico Close-up "Democratic New Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan 

Grisham signed an executive order Tuesday that brings together her Cabinet and advocacy 

groups for one purpose:  to encourage participation in the upcoming census. 

If we don’t do the census count effectively, we stand to lose nearly $800M of revenue to the state 

– roughly $3500 per person.  

And that’s money that comes to the state for services including healthcare, transportation and 

housing.  Lujan Grisham says the U.S. Census Bureau's new emphasis on counting residents via 

the internet and by telephone is likely to overlook people in remote, rural areas without reliable 

communication infrastructure.  

The reality of that can’t be understated.  The work that will be required of these partners to get 

information is huge, given the language barriers we have that we love but that create challenges.  

We’re put at risk of being severely undercounted. 

The governor added that getting to some homes in the far reaches of NM’s pueblos and 

reservations is also a challenge. 

The governor’s census commission will meet quarterly to complete a communications plan of 

outreach through ads, mailers and social media.  Census counting begins a year from now.   

 

4/25/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up  "From social services to housing, to Congressional 

districts all the way down to local government, NM will be affected by the outcome of the 

decennial census.  Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham this week took the first step in the process to 

ensure that every person is counted by establishing a census commission. 

It will be made up of community groups, tribal leaders, and heads of state agencies.  The 

commission’s goal is to reach out to the state’s varied and remote communities, even as the 

governor says the federal government is fighting to ask residents whether they are citizens. 

The census is a safe mechanism for everyone.  States and leaders job is not only to get counted 

irrespective of how the SCOTUS decides.  I would hope they’d come down on “it is not 

constitutional,” because the point is to ask everyone who is residing here.  If we lose, our job is 

to assure people that live here that we’ll do everything in our power to keep their information 

private and do everything we can to keep it protected. 

Just how government can protect a person’s private information wasn’t stated, but one by one, 

speakers stressed effects of an accurate census count for basic services like Medicaid –healthcare 

for poor families.  Robert Radigan is a University of NM demographer who uses data that comes 

from the census. 

We need everybody to understand that an accurate count means better healthcare, transportation, 

schools, a greater share of federal assistance dollars for needy families.  

State lawmakers appropriated $3.3 of the 10-million request to set up the census commission and 

to start a marketing campaign. 



 

4/26/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up “One of NM’s most prominent children’s advocacy 

groups is Voices for Children.  The nonprofit every year puts out a Kids Count report based on 

data it gathers to lay out how children are doing in NM.  Voices’ data has shown NM is at or 

near the bottom in child poverty, education and health.  Amber Wallin is the group’s deputy 

director, who says next year’s census count is key to improving those statistics. 

And we also want to ensure that NM kids and families are counted.  We know that families with 

young children in the household are especially likely to be undercounted.  So we want kids to be 

counted, and our immigrants, communities of color, Native Am. Communities – they’re not 

always the focus, but it’s imperative that they are all counted in the census. 

Wallin say Voices for Children will serve on the census commission announced this week by 

Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham.  Also on the commission are immigrant rights groups, and 

Native American tribal representatives, among others.  They’ll meet quarterly to come up with a 

plan to assure residents their personal information is protected.   

We know that that data is used to determine $7billion in funding for various kids’ programs like 

Medicaid and…supplemental food program 

Federal financial support has been cut for next year’s census, and the Trump administration 

wants to place a question in it demanding to know the citizenship of everyone living in the US. 

 

5/6/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up  "Inspiring children to read is a great joy for Rudolfo 

Anaya – and now a summer reading program with his name is official. 

 “It’s a great program!” 

Anaya is the legendary novelist and author of 10 children’s books that feature NM folklore.  

Tomorrow Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham will commemorate a new law calling for October 

30 to be known as “Rudolfo Anaya I Love to Read Day.” 

The summer reading program was started by the Montalvo family of Espanola, in memory of 

their son Christopher.  Its goal: to sharpen children’s reading skills.   

Their son had died in a tragic accident and they felt they could start a reading program in the 

summer for children, and they invited me to be part of it.” 

The family now has Anaya as a benefactor and a mentor, a title he wears proudly. 

As long as we are helping children to learn to read or keep reading or read over the summer, it’s 

great! 

The reading program is focused on elementary school-aged kids in Los Alamos, Pojoaque, Rio 

Arriba and Santa Fe County, including tribal schools.  Readers are encouraged to maintain 

reading logs.   

Rudolfo Anaya says reading makes children create their own world, asking themselves how the 

story pertains to their life, spurring imagination.  He hopes schools and public libraries across 

New Mexico will form their own summer reading clubs. 

 

5/15/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up “spring and summer aren’t just the seasons for 

barbeques.  It’s also when motorcyclists dust off their rides, and this year NM’s Dept. of 

Transportation has some things to consider.  DOT spokesperson Marisa Maes says motorcycle 

drivers and their riders need to don a helmet, even though it’s not the law. 

In 2018 there were 46 fatal crashes, 26 not wearing a helmet.  Motorcyclists are 27% more likely 

to die in a crash than motorists.  Both need to beware.  Number one recommendation is to wear a 

helmet. 

Those 26 people who weren’t wearing headgear might not have died if they had, says Maes, and 

even if they hadn’t, the price of care for a survivor’s injuries come at a high cost. 

You know, sadly, even if they do survive, there can be long-term effects that can be devastating 

emotionally, physically.  I know it’s controversial, because you don’t have to wear a helmet if 

you’re 18 years old, but NM’s DOT recommends it. 



Maes also recommends motorists be aware of the presence of motorcycles, and slowing down 

around them, and not tailgating.   

 

5/16/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up “The electronic billboards studded along some of New 

Mexico’s highways are meant to grab a driver’s attention, in an effort to encourage motorcycle 

safety.  The message reads: “If you live to ride, then ride to live,” and the spokesperson for the 

Dept. of Transportation, Marisa Maes says the state wants to cut down on the number of 

motorcycle fatalities. 

I think the trends we’re seeing is that crashes are happening mostly with men, and there are two 

age groups; one is younger – 20 to 29, and the other is 50-59.  Youngers have sportier bikes-the 

ones that make a lot of noise out there.   

The older group rides more leisure-type bikes; and not much in the middle age group. 

Maes says one of the best ways to be safe on a motorcycle is to wear a helmet, although it’s not 

mandatory for adults under NM law.  She notes that in 2018 NM saw 47 fatal motorcycle 

accidents, and almost half of the cyclists were not wearing a helmet.   

You have to remember they have every right to be on the road, so be courteous, and give them 

plenty of room.  Brake lights might not engage when they downshift, so give them room, that’s 

very important. 

 

5/17/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up “If you live to ride, then ride to live.”  That’s the 

slogan the NM Dept. of Transportation has flashing on electronic billboards on major highways 

across the state this spring.  It’s aimed at motorcycle riders, 47 of whom died in crashes last year.  

The DOT’s Marisa Maes urges caution by both riders and motorists because that extra awareness 

can cut down on those fatalities.  Drivers can take a little extra time when making a left turn, for 

instance, Maes says. 

That seems to be the time when crashes happen the most.  It’s hard to see a cycle, or gauge their 

speed, so let them go through the intersections before making a left hand turn – you don’t want 

to get into a crash. 

Maes says the thunderbird Harley Davidson dealership in Albuquerque recently put on an 

afternoon of games, coaching sessions and demonstrations in partnership with the state, to 

enhance safety. 

It’s great, they sponsored this so people could have a good time and have demonstrations, like 

dropping watermelons, to show what can happen when driving a cycle w/out a helmet – pretty 

graphic, but they’re trying to get the message across and promote safety. 

Maes says other motorcycle safety events will be scheduled and announced this summer.  In the 

meantime, she says, slow down around motorcyclists.  

 

5/21/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up “NM took a huge leap into the future for criminal 

justice reform this year.”  Those are the sentiments of Representative Antonio “Mo” Maestas 

commenting on the recent legislative session. 

The big bill was expungement, HB 370 starting in Jan.  Study showed those able to have record 

expunged get back into the workforce and are able to support their families and increase their 

salaries 25% per year. 

Once expunged, the conviction of a person would be treated as if it never happened, that is, 

public records regarding the person’s arrest would be shielded from public view.  Maestas says 

the clean slate will enable the person to reintegrate into society. NM was the last state to pass 

such a law. 

Another piece of legislation Maestas sponsored was HB 342.  The 7th-term Democrat 

representing Albuquerque’s west-side residents, says the new law will help re-build NM’s 

behavioral health system that was dismantled under Gov. Susana Martinez’s administration. 



Part of the crime package bill changed the definition of HB to include people who are 

incarcerated. It will put them on the radar screen so they get the care they need while in prison 

and afterwards. 

One bill that was vetoed by Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham was a probation & parole bill that 

better defines technical violations, says Maestas. 

We need to train P&P officers like we do with solitary confinement, to better define tech 

violations and difference of real violations like absconding or committing a new crime. 

He says advocates will work on a stronger bill with the gov’s office and the state’s district 

attorneys.  Tomorrow Representative Maestas and I will discuss cannabis legalization and his 

predictions for passage of a bill in 2020.  

 

5/22/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up “The prohibition of marijuana isn’t working, says 

Albuquerque Democratic Representative Antonio “Mo” Maestas.  He was a co-sponsor of the 

bill in the last legislative session that would’ve legalized the drug for recreational use.  The bill 

morphed into a different bill in a compromise with Republicans.  The wanted a ban on 

homegrown marijuana and a scheme to have it sold exclusively by the state, like liquor is in 

some states.  The bill passed the House, but never made it to the Senate Finance Committee nor 

the Senate floor. 

What’s unfortunate about the bill, prior to an attempt at a compromise w/Republicans, is that the 

House didn’t debate the technical attributes of the bill but rather, prior prejudices kicked in, and 

you were either for or against legalization.  So hopefully next year we can get into the weeds on 

the bill and make sure that it’s rolled out responsibly, because I’m confident that we will legalize 

cannabis next year. 

In fact, Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham said she will put a legalization bill on the call in the 

next session – meaning she’ll add it to measures she wants passed.  Since pot was legalized in 

California, black market sales haven’t waned, but Maestas says supporters are confident they can 

snuff out black market sales in NM, through a competitive tax rate of about 25% 

Correct, we didn’t necessarily talk about it but we anticipated it, so the taxing of cannabis is 

much higher than other commodities, but it’s not so high that it creates this underground market.  

The point of undoing prohibition is to do away w/the underground market.  So we think the tax is 

appropriate, not too high, but higher than other commodities, and if we get it right we can 

eliminate the underground mkt and have the producers benefit from their investments on 

cannabis. 

 

5/23/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up “We’ve been talking this week about New Mexico’s 

reforms to its criminal justice system, and some of the bills that were passed by lawmakers this 

year.  Albuquerque State Representative Antonio “Mo” Maestas co-sponsored several reform 

bills, using his expertise as an attorney with experience in the courtroom to argue for their 

passage.  His work and that of Republican Senator Sander Rue of Albuquerque as co-chairs of 

the subcommittee on criminal justice reform caught the eye of several reform groups from other 

states. 

Yes, it’s the only bipartisan committee in the legislature, so Sen. Rue, a Repub. And myself were 

recognized nationally.  We flew out to Lexington, KY to get an award, along w/legislators from 

Kentucky and Pennsylvania.  So it was great to have our work recognized as a state. 

Maestas says NM is seen as having moved on criminal justice reform initiatives more than most 

other states, and he says working in a bipartisan way also earned the pair kudos.  All in all, he 

says he was happy with the outcome of the legislative session that resulted in a budget of $7-

billion for the next fiscal year. 

It was fantastic, we have a lot of money to solve problems.  We need to fully fund the DA’s 

office and the criminal courts.  We need to fully fund these systems.  We need to work on 

recidivism; that’s the only way we’re going to lower crime, so that folks who are placed on 



probation and parole can succeed.  We haven’t focused on that, but when we do we’re going to 

see overall crime go down 

 

5/27/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up  "Author Anne Hillerman’s life has been formed in the 

remarkable image of her late father, Tony Hillerman, who had transitioned from a distinguished 

journalist to a best-selling mystery writer.  And when he died 11 years ago, devoted fans of his 

detective Joe Leaphorn series feared those stories were gone, too.  But on a book tour for a non-

fiction book Anne had written with her husband, something moved her. 

Fans pushed her to continue the stories, she added her own voice. 

And instead of Joe Leaphorn as the main character, Anne Hillerman elevated a Navajo detective 

named Bernadette Manuelito to crime-solving sleuth. 

And Navajo women are strong, they’re warriors and they go into the service so it was 

appropriate that my character would become a main crime solver in those books. 

Hillerman says her late mom had adored the Leaphorn series, but she approved of the change to a 

woman as the lead. 

And she was all for it; very supportive. Hillerman’s fifth novel in her Navajo series was just 

released, and Joe Leaphorn is back.   

 

5/28/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up “Dr. Alex (Tsi-jan-ovich) is a practicing pediatrician 

who treats children from birth to age 18 or 19.  She sees patients every day, and does volunteer 

work as a patient and doctor advocate.  Cvijanovich says she concerned about diseases of the 

past, coming back. 

I think unfortunately we’ve seen more vaccine-preventable diseases, esp. Measles.  Because we 

thought it had been eradicated.  But now as of May 17 there are 880 cases throughout the US, 

and that’s a big worry for me and other healthcare providers. 

Measles can be harder to control than other diseases, Dr. Cvijanovich says, because of its 

dangerous ability to spread. 

There are several things: most contagious that we understand.  Nine of 10 who come into contact 

with infected person will get it themselves.  It’s spread by air, when the person coughs, sneezes; 

and what’s worse is it can linger up to two hours after the person has left the room, which makes 

it particularly scary for us. 

Symptoms of measles can include a rash and runny nose, but the Dr. says sick kids can develop 

inflammation of the brain, called encephalitis that can cause permanent brain damage. 

 

5/29/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up “As of the 17th of May, health officials say 880 cases 

of measles have popped up in children across the United States.   That’s troubling for healthcare 

providers like Dr. Alex Tsi-jan-ovich, a member of the NM Pediatric Society.  The doctor says 9 

out of 10 people coming into contact with an infected person will very likely get the disease 

themselves if they haven’t been vaccinated, and it can lead to other problems. 

Commonly measles associated w/rash, runny nose, but it can lead to encephalitis – inflammation 

of the brain that can result in perm. Brain damage.  Also 1 or 2/1000 kids will die from 

complications, ie lung disease.  So it’s not a benign disease, and we have a safe vaccine to 

prevent it. 

But, Dr. Tsi-yan-ovich says, misinformation about vaccines has been debunked, and she tells her 

patients not to worry. 

The measles vaccine’s been around a long time and studies and data prove its efficacy.  I feel 

comfortable telling patients its safe.  There have been stories that it causes autism, but those 

claims have been debunked and there is no connection between the vaccine and autism.  So I feel 

comfortable assuring people it’s the safest way to protect their kids from the measles virus. 



Dr. Tsi-yanovich says the one measles case that has been confirmed in NM means there will be 

other cases.  Next time, we’ll discuss other diseases that the doctor says can be prevented with 

vaccines. 

 

5/31/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up “Faith in the scientific community isn’t as strong as it 

used to be.” Those are the words of pediatrician Dr. Alex Tsviánovich, who also volunteers with 

the NM Pediatric Society.  Tsviánovich says that’s partly why parents of young children today 

don’t make immunizing their children an absolute priority. 

Rates of immunization are going down with increasing religious, personal exemptions.  Main 

reason I think is a lot of people haven’t seen the diseases we’re immunizing against and don’t 

think they’re as dangerous as they are. 

One commonly misunderstood ailment for which vaccines are available, is the flu, says Dr. 

Tsviánovich. 

That’s a common one people don’t think they need to be immunized against because they think 

the flu is benign, whereas it can actually be quite deadly. 

Millions of Americans get the flu every year.  The Centers for Disease Control reports 111 

deaths of children from influenza last flu season.  That’s lower than the previous year’s 187 

nationwide.   

In NM, the Department of Health reports 19 adults have died from the flu this year, and since the 

year 2015 six children had died from the virus.  Health officials recommend that kids under five 

get a flu shot, as they are considered high-risk. 

 

6/3/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up "One of New Mexico’s largest wildfires – the Las 

Conchas Fire – scorched 156-thousand acres of forest in the Jemez Mountains in the northern 

part of the state, and it cost almost $49-million dollars to extinguish.  The fuels program manager 

for the Santa Fe National Forest, Dennis Carril, compares that multi-million dollar price tag of an 

unchecked fire caused by lightning, to controlled burns the forest service manages throughout 

New Mexico. 

When it comes to Rx fire, understand we’re bringing fire, stepping it down a mountainside in 

little intervals that we can control.  When it’s a wildfire, it doesn’t matter, that fire races from the 

bottom to the top in a matter of minutes, and like in Las Conchas – that fire grows so fast that 

animals don’t have time to get out of the way. 

The resources needed for a wildfire include helicopters, airplanes, hundreds of people on the 

ground, all at a cost three times as high as a controlled burn. 

We’re ordering a lot of aircraft, people.  We’ve put a lot of money towards these suppression 

fires and the cost per acre is extraordinarily high compared to Rx fire.  Going on, the ecological 

effects are not beneficial because the fire is burning out of character.  And then the smoke is 

unchecked, and you can get days on end of unhealthy air quality. 

Carrill says so as to avoid that scenario, more prescribed fires are planned this season in NM’s 

forests. 

 

6/4/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up "People who want to improve their second-language 

skills got together with like-minded New Mexicans to practice at a community center in 

Albuquerque, recently.  Susan Murphy coordinated the event that also included a bilingual 

musician and 40 participants.  She says it’s all aimed at Spanish-English exchange. 

There’s a ton of data that shows anyone who speaks another language has onset dementia much 

later in life or not at all.  Your brain works differently, you’re more creative – just from the way 

the brain changes, and it can be visualized when they do imaging.  You develop your brain 

differently by becoming bilingual. 



Murphy says she grew up speaking several languages in Europe, where she says half the 

population knows another language.  That’s in stark contrast to the US, where most people are 

monolingual. 

Less than 1% of Americans end up proficient in a foreign language at school.  In Europe more 

than 50% learn another language to fluency in school. 

While language programs are available online, most charge for their lessons, but Murphy says 

she re-discovered her love of other languages through a free application called “duolingo,” and 

she’s become its volunteer ambassador.  Other get-togethers are planned in Albuquerque, and 

language lovers in other parts of the state can coordinate events in their communities, through 

duolingo.com.  The learning platform offers 40 languages, including Gaalic and Kling-On. 

 

6/5/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up "A student in a European country is most likely 

enrolled in a second language class in school, while in NM and the rest of the US, far fewer kids 

are taking those classes.  A 2017 study by the American Councils for international education 

notes only 20% of US students are studying a foreign language course.  The study says learning a 

new language is required by law in almost every European country – not so in American schools.  

Susan Murphy coordinates English-Spanish conversation events as a volunteer.   

All foreign language enrollment is neglected and not just in NM, although I was mortified to find 

out NM was 50 out of 50 states for foreign language enrollment.  I just thought, ‘Of all the places 

that we need language enrollment and learning would be here.’ 

Murphy grew up speaking several languages. And she says in NM Spanish is the most useful 

language that kids as well as adults can learn. 

If we’re trying to prepare kids to be in a progressively more global world, they’ve got to speak a 

second language.  We could argue about which one it should be, but I think in this country 

Spanish is the sensible language. 

Murphy cites widely reported studies that show knowledge of a second language enhances brain 

function and can delay or even prevent the onset of dementia as we age.  She has become a fan 

of a free online platform called Duolingo, where students of any age can choose from dozens of 

languages, and events can be coordinated to practice speaking together.  The website can create 

an event in NM’s communities where there’s interest in practicing as a student learns another 

language. 

 

6/6/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up "In our increasingly global world, being able to speak 

another language opens doors to understanding of culture and studies show it keeps the brain 

stimulated.  Language lover Susan Murphy says her online learning app of choice is 

Duolingo.com, where students can learn for free. 

Murphy has studied other languages and trends, and says the US is becoming more bilingual. 

Murphy hosted a Spanish-English chat session in Albuquerque recently and dozens of people 

turned out. 

Spanish/Eng. Exchange is good for practice. What not to say. 

NM ranks last among Americans who are bilingual, and just 20% speak a language other than 

English.  Meanwhile most Europeans learn a second language by middle school.  

 

6/7/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up "Almost from the moment she took office, Democratic 

Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham has taken a much different view of environmental protection 

than her predecessor.  And she doesn’t hesitate to place the blame for skirting environmental 

protection laws squarely on the shoulders of former Republican Governor Susana Martinez. 

But in fact I do unequivocally believe and can point to examples where the prior administration 

wasn’t enforcing current law and regulatory requirements and removed protections from water to 

reclamation efforts.  And certainly we did nothing to advance methane mitigation and recovery. 



Lujan Grisham signed a declaration just two weeks after the start of this year’s legislative 

session, ordering the state to come up with strategies to fight climate change.  As part of cutting 

emissions, the governor said a new task force is writing a rule on methane pollution that hangs in 

a toxic cloud over the four corners region of the state. 

This task force will also be tasked with looking at what other areas (where) we need to have 

stronger consumer pretext.  If we don’t we can’t address the environmental justice concerns that 

affect our poorer communities in the state. 

Lujan Grisham will also join 19 other governors in pledging to carry out initiatives of the Paris 

climate agreement forged in 2015.  President Donald Trump has pulled the US out of that 

agreement.  Lujan Grisham has also persuaded utility firms in the coming years to increase their 

investments in renewable energy as part of their portfolios. 

 

6/11/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up "A culture shift is underway in the US towards 

transparency when it comes to doctors’ notes about their patients’ visits.   Tom Del Banco is a 

professor of medicine, a former doc and the co-founder of a movement called Open Notes.  Del 

Banco explains what docs typically do after a visit with a patient: 

 And they put these notes on electronic health records.  They’re put there to inform docs about 

their patients.  The simple concept of Open Notes is to put the notes out there on a patient portal, 

so that they can see what docs write about them. 

That information improves health outcomes for patients, says DelBanco.   He and Open Notes 

executive director Catherine DesRoches say their recent study shows being informed of their 

case through a doctor’s notes helps patients take their meds more consistently.  

I’m a doc who practiced for more than 40 years and know what it’s like when patients take their 

meds or not.  We always overestimate how well people take their meds and we know 

increasingly that it’s very difficult, so I’m very excited by what we found. 

Both DelBanco and DesRoches note the financial cost of patients ignoring a doctor’s 

prescription orders can cost more than $100-billion, to as much as $300-billion in subsequent 

healthcare costs every year in the US.  More about Open Notes, tomorrow. 

 

6/12/201 9KANW New Mexico Close-up "When you visit the doctor’s office, she or he probably 

writes up notes on a computer, and until now, those notes have been kept secret.  But a new 

study published in the Annals of Internal Medicine shows that sharing notes with patients makes 

them feel more in control of their medications. 

Anything you can do to reduce medication non-adherence has real value in terms of outcomes 

and costs. 

That’s Catherine DesRoches – lead author of the study, and executive director of Open Notes, 

the international movement towards transparency.  The study involved 20-thousand adult 

patients at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center in Boston.  They came from broad cultural 

backgrounds with varied ages and educations.  Participants read their doctors’ notes and reported 

that they felt more engaged and gained a better understanding of side effects, and they took their 

medications more consistently. 

So reading the notes helps with all of those things.  And there were 14% who said they were 

more likely to take their meds as prescribed.  When they don’t, we know from other studies, that 

it leads to poorer health outcomes, but it also costs from $100B to $300B per year. 

DesRoches and co-founder of Open Notes, Dr. Tom Delbanco say traditionally doctors’ notes on 

their patients were considered private, but a culture shift is underway and more than 200 

providers are now participating in the movement towards more transparency.  And, the 

researchers say, arming patients with information about themselves makes them more assertive 

about their health needs.   

 



6/13/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up “The Affordable Care Act, also known as Obamacare, 

requires doctors and other clinicians to electronically enter information about their patients’ 

progress.  But should the patients themselves get to see those notes?   For the last several years a 

worldwide movement called Open Notes has been pushing for transparency so that people can 

feel more in control of their treatment.  Open Notes co-founder Dr. Tom Delbanco says a follow-

up to a study of 20K patients in Boston shows providers are beginning to see the value of sharing 

their notes. 

 I think traditionally the docs have felt those notes were theirs.  They wrote, owned them for their 

eyes and colleagues’.  The notion that the record belongs to the patient is a real change in the 

culture in medicine. 

Delbanco says he’s excited by the survey results that show patients who got to see their 

providers’ notes took charge of their health outcomes and said it helped them feel more 

comfortable with their medications.  

We started this program in Boston. We have colleagues around the country.  More than 200 are 

participating in every state, and it’s becoming a national and international movement:  the notion 

of being fully open about what’s happening and inviting patients to read what we, as Dr.s write 

about them. 

Delbanco says sharing patient notes that are accessible via a secure online portal can save the US 

healthcare system a lot of money.   Those who don’t stick to their doctor’s prescription medicine 

schedule end up costing the healthcare system up to $300-billion per year. 

 

6/14/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up "Albuquerque band Baracutanga came together a few 

years ago, and their popular music is marked by distinctive rhythms of South America, and lyrics 

declaring their political positions, including on immigration.  Peruvian singer Jackie Zamora 

describes Son de la Condenada, which translates to condemned woman’s song. 

We take topics that are of importance to social conscience and combine them with folkloric 

rhythms.  Our angle was to talk about the struggles of being an immigrant, all the perils of 

crossing the border on foot.  Add to that being a woman, crossing alone, and the relationships she 

builds with others in the same boat as she is. 

Baracutanga’s founder and multi-instrumentalist Kilko Paz says the band’s diversity is its best 

asset.  What we try to embrace when we practice, when we create a new song, is that even 

though we’re all immigrants to this beautiful land, we manage to provide an example that 

…coming from different backgrounds, we can create something together that works. Kilko Paz 

calls it bridge-building.  Baracutanga’s seven members are touring their South American flavor 

through the southwest this summer, and they plan to release a second album this year. 

 

6/17/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up "The price of some drugs people need to live, like 

insulin for diabetics, has doubled over the last few years.  The Health Care Cost Institute in 2017 

reported those findings and others that show drug companies’ hikes in prices have added up to 

thousands of dollars in costs for consumers.  But in NM, public agencies like the Children, 

Youth & Families and Human Services Departments will be able to collectively push for lower 

drug prices for people using those agencies’ services, because of a law taking effect July 1st.  

The executive director of a nonprofit called Health Action NM that helped push for SB131 is 

Barbara Webber. 

It’s not for everybody, but for state agencies, like retirees, public employees, state employees and 

public ed. Dept. and Medicaid – all coming together as one collaborative to leverage better deals 

to purchase medications.  

Webber says besides the 10 members of the pharmaceutical purchasing council representing state 

agencies and retiree health programs and UNM Hospital, a benefit manager will negotiate lower 

drug prices. 



So we’re very excited about it – we’re one of the first states to take that approach to try to bring 

down costs.  And it really makes sense for NM because we have so many people when you 

combine the state agencies together. 

 

Webber says 70 % of NM’s population will benefit from the council’s work to reduce the cost of 

prescriptions.  The new law will enable possible future cuts for New Mexicans who have private 

insurance, as well.   

 

6/18/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up "NM is the first US state to authorize the governor to 

go after federal money to expand health coverage for some residents.  It’s called Medicaid Buy-

In, and it’s meant to provide insurance for people making too much to qualify for Medicaid, but 

not enough to afford traditional insurance coverage.  Barbara Webber heads the nonprofit Health 

Action NM. 

So this is a way to get people covered and get it for people who otherwise can’t afford it.  When 

folks are just over the poverty level it becomes difficult to buy standard insurance. 

A total of $142-thousand was set aside to study the Medicaid buy-in idea other states are also 

pursuing.  Beginning July 1st staff at the state’s Human Services Department will look at how 

the program would be rolled out and run. 

Another new law going into effect next month protects people with pre-existing conditions from 

losing coverage.  Webber says that’s one of the most popular features of Obamacare that has 

saved lives, but is a target. 

It is now in state statute, so NM is now protected.  No matter what happens with health plans 

going forward, they have to cover pre-existing conditions.  This was people’s #1 concern.  High 

anxiety that this could go away. 

Prior to the Affordable Care Act, insurance companies routinely said no to coverage of patients 

with pre-existing conditions.    

 

6/19/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up "It’s happened to a lot of people who are admitted to a 

hospital that’s in their insurance network, only to get an eye-popping bill after their stay.  And 

that might be after coverage for the surgeon, for instance.  All or some of the other contractors 

who aren’t in-network charge the patient in full for their services.  That’s what happened to 

Barbara Webber and her husband. 

Barb’s personal story—hubs checked in, got surgery, then got charged for other providers’ fees 

not covered in-network.  They paid several thousand, some pay tens of thousands out of pocket. 

Webber is also the executive director of advocacy nonprofit Health Action NM.  Beginning in 

January, the process of so-called “surprise billing” will be illegal under a new law formulated 

over several years of input from facilitators. 

So for the last 3 years the Office of Insurance had a study group and we met together to see what 

options for regulations were available?  And also negotiations with the carriers and the hospitals 

about what they’d live with – took a lot of negotiating – and all agreed the consumer should be 

held harmless.  So you should never be getting surprise billing anymore under this bill. 

Webber encourages patients to contact the Office of the Superintendent of Insurance (OSI for 

short) with questions. 

 

6/20/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up "One of the goals of the Affordable Care Act, aka 

Obamacare, was to keep insurance companies from offering plans people pay for that don’t 

really protect patients.  Republican-led efforts to repeal the ACA have failed at least six-dozen 

times, but it has been weakened.  For instance, Congress recently turned short-term policies that 

were affordable under the ACA, into cheaper, long-term plans with benefits that don’t always 

measure up.  Barbara Webber heads up Health Action NM. 



It’s what those plans used to be, called 3-month plans, and usually people used that when they 

were in-between jobs; they felt Cobra plans were too expensive.  The federal government 

extended last year what was 90-days for the short-term plans and they made it 3 to 4 years. 

 

But, Webber says, these cheaper, longer-term plans haven’t been as robust as the ads have been 

claiming.  So a task force that worked with Health Action NM and the state’s insurance 

regulators have restored consumer protections. 

They were not marketing truthfully about what these plans were – people thought they were 

getting a great deal, but when they went to use their coverage they found out they couldn’t go to 

the hospital, couldn’t get maternity care, they couldn’t use it for A, B, or C.  So this bill brings it 

back to 90-days and they’re regulated according to the marketing they can do in NM. 

Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham signed House Bill 285 into law in the spring, so that when it 

takes effect in January, insurers must back up their short-term, three-month health plans with 

coverage that buyers can count on.  

 

6/21/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up "New Mexicans who want to enter the dental 

profession can now study to become dental therapists.  Legislation allowing licensed dental 

therapists to work under the supervision of a dentist became law last Friday, after almost 10 

years of debate in the state legislature.  Health Action NM’s executive director Barbara Webber 

says Representatives Doreen Gallegos and Gail Armstrong, and Sen. Benny Shendo fought on 

behalf of the state’s rural and tribal communities. 

900K, almost half of population of NM, don’t have access to dental care, and that is essential to 

overall health.  This would target the rural/tribal areas.  Therapists would be able to work in the 

community health centers, the Indian Health Service, at tribal care facilities and with homebound 

patients. 

Webber says underserved reaches of the state will be able to offer jobs to native sons and 

daughters so they won’t have to leave home, and they’ll be serving a critical need.  Moreover, 

dental therapists can earn more than $35 dollars an hour. 

But it’s also about trying to create a model which is so important for NM 

That underserved communities have options to become providers in their communities.  We hear 

people don’t like that providers are transients – just there to pay off their loans and then they go 

on, or they’re simply not there.  We want to work this so that people from the undeserved 

communities can go through the program and serve in their communities. 

NM joins nine other states in authorizing dental therapists who can do evaluations, fill cavities 

and write treatment plans to improve patients’ health. 

 

6/24/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up “One of Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham’s first 

picks to lead her human services department was Dr. David Scrace.  He’s a physician who’s 

worked with HSD before tackling the Hepatitis-C epidemic affecting Medicaid recipients.  

Medicaid is the state-funded healthcare system for low-income and disabled residents of NM, 

and Dr. Scrase was called in to help save lives affected by the liver disease, in 2014. 

And because of the cost of the drugs and because they were new, we only had 150 treated for 

Hep-C in 2014. 

But that was the year those new drugs proved effective in fighting the disease.  The managed 

care companies that oversee healthcare for NM’s 620-thousand Medicaid patients saw patients 

getting essentially cured of Hepatitis-C. 

Actually from 2014-2018 increased # of people treated 9-fold, and the approval rate by the 

MCO’s went from 45% to over 90%.  So it’s a wonderful success story.  Now there’s 1400 to 

1500 people who’ll still be alive 20 years from now.  As a doc, a secretary, a NM person, etc. 

I’m incredibly proud of this work. 



Hep-C can cause severe liver damage: cirrhosis, liver failure, cancer and death.  It’s the most 

common blood borne infection in the US, according to the Dept. of Health website.  It says most 

people today become infected by sharing needles used to inject drugs. 

 

Next time, we’ll look at how HSD will beef up the state’s reimbursement rates for Medicaid 

providers. 

 

6/25/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up “Dr. David Scrase is a medical doctor and professor of 

Internal medicine and geriatrics at the University Of NM School Of Medicine, and he has helped 

save lives of Medicaid patients with the Hepatitis C virus.  Earlier this year Gov. Michelle Lujan 

Grisham named Dr. Scrase as the cabinet secretary of the State Human Services Department.  He 

says with a state legislature and executive office all led by Democrats, he saw an opportunity. 

What a wonderful time to make some changes in the state.  My main concern is for the 

vulnerable people in the state who really need a safety net, who really need help. Besides being a 

doctor and a teacher, Scrase has worked with complicated IT systems, and he says those skills 

are helping him streamline operations at Human Services. 

You know in HSD we serve more than a million people, with 1,000 employees, more than 60 

benefit plans run by the state and federal governments that don’t always agree, so by definition 

you have a very complicated system.  You’re dependent on making the right investments in your 

information systems so your employees make the best decisions.  So it turns out my IT 

experience has been a really helpful thing to me right now. 

Those varied benefit programs Dr. Scrase mentioned include managing child support payments.  

He also guides the federal SNAP food program that used to be called food stamps, and he 

oversees HSD’s mental and physical health systems for the state’s low-income and disabled 

patients who are eligible for Medicaid payment assistance.  He’s currently on a statewide staff 

tour, meeting with the men and women who carry out those programs.   

 

6/26/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up  "For several decades now, the state Human Services 

Department has been accused of not delivering services due to New Mexicans who qualify for 

food benefits and other poverty assistance.  In federal court recently, District Judge Kenneth 

Gonzales told HSD’s cabinet secretary Dr. David Scrase that he’s not the first state official to be 

saddled with the problem.  One-third of applicants have been wrongly denied benefits over the 

years, according to the NM Center on Law and Poverty that represents plaintiffs in the case.  In a 

recent interview with NM Close-Up, Scrase said his staff has caught up with the backlog. 

You know, our employees have done an amazing job with timeliness.  I told the judge, in 2016 

we had 96K people waiting for a determination, and that morning in court we had 1867, which is 

a phenomenal achievement.  At the same time, we have to find ways to be accurate and make 

sure every single case is done accurately. 

The department’s computer system that’s used to determine benefits has been blamed for delays 

and mistakes in making determinations, wrongly rejecting some applicants, but Scrace says 

under his watch, HSD will ensure people who qualify for help, get it. 

I think one needs an administration that is desirous of having every qualified NMex receive 

timely and accurate benefits …to bring all the depts.. Together to begin to work together, and 

that’s why I’m here – I love working with the other cabinet secretaries and we’re getting a lot 

done. 

Scrase says that coordination will mean a mom applying for benefits for the Women, Infants and 

Children’s food program at the state’s health department, for instance, will automatically be 

considered for healthcare through Medicaid at HSD. 

 

6/27/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up "Beginning on Monday, Gov. Michelle Lujan 

Grisham’s administration is raising the rates at which it reimburses providers for serving 



Medicaid patients – the health insurance plan for the state’s low-income and disabled population.  

As she made the announcement, the governor pointed out the state has the nation’s highest 

combined percentage of Medicaid and Medicare enrollees.  Her Human Services Director Dr. 

David Scrase outlines the effect of boosting reimbursement rates that have been static for a 

decade. 

What it’s going to mean is that doctors won’t lose money every time they see a Medicaid patient.  

It will also make providers want to grow their practices, have better access to patients and make 

it easier for us to recruit new docs to the state. 

And behavioral health professionals will also see higher reimbursement rates in two phases, says 

Secretary Scrase, one in July, and again in October. 

Those reimbursement rates – a total of $60-million, are a step towards rebuilding NM’s mental 

health treatment landscape that was severely affected by former Governor Susana Martinez’s 

sudden end of Medicaid reimbursements to almost all providers amid allegations of fraud in 

2014.  Those charges were proven baseless, but not before most nonprofits shut down, leaving 

thousands of patients without mental health treatment.  Dr. Scrase says Gov. Lujan Grisham has 

directed him to rebuild the behavioral health system, and they say the reimbursement hike will 

help meet that goal.   The increases will also affect dental services, pharmacies and long-term 

service providers of elderly Medicaid patients. 

 

6/28/2019 KANW New Mexico Close-up “Patricia Gipson is the chairman of the state’s public 

education commission.  That’s the statewide body that approves public charter schools in New 

Mexico, where there are currently about 100.  Gipson’s experience in education began when she 

was a youth in New York decades ago. 

I grew up on Long Island, went to school in New Jersey, worked with the NEA. 

That organizing work with the National Education Association would serve her well years later, 

when she says fate brought her to southern New Mexico. 

I talked to people who’d gone to NMSU and they encouraged me; we came out and my soul was 

born to live in Las Cruces.  Then I met the man who was leaving his PEC post and he 

encouraged me to run. 

Gipson was first elected to the southern New Mexico public education commission district in 

2014.  There are 10 geographic districts throughout the state, with the 10 members serving 

staggered four-year terms.  Shortly after her election, her colleagues chose her to be chair. 

Gipson was elected to a second term in 2018.   

 

KANW Concerning New Mexico, hosted by Jorja Armijo, features interviews and speeches 

from events in new Mexico.  

 

8/20/18 Concerning New Mexico, Dr. Barbara McAneny, President of American Medical 

Association and CEO of New Mexico Cancer Center. In New Mexico, physicians support 47,688 

jobs and have a total economic output of $8 billion, according to a report from AMA and the 

New Mexico Medical Society. Business pressures have compelled many physicians to leave for-

profit practices for large, nonprofit health organizations, which she argued diverts much-needed 

revenue away from the state. One her priorities as President of the AMA is to make sure that 

people who live on the Potomac remember that there are people who live on the Rio Grande who 

could use a little help. In particular addressing diabetes and hypertension to an at-risk community 

in New Mexico. The other issues she highlighted in her presentation: expanding access to 

treatment for substance abuse disorders, studying gun violence as a public health issue and 

addressing the cost and coverage issues associated with chronic disease. 



1/28/19 Concerning New Mexico, Ethics in New Mexico and business. Speakers were CNM 

President Kathy Winograd, Lorna Wiggins, Employment Law and Commercial Litigation.  

Employer that agrees to a broad confidentiality clause in a settlement agreement involving an 

employee accused of sexual misconduct. Passing employees from one business to another.  

1/14/19Concerning New Mexico,  New Mexico Senator Pete Campos - Guadalupe, Harding, 

Mora, Quay, San Miguel, Taos Counties  Issues: $1 billion in additional state revenue; healthcare 

needs; education; teacher pay, shortage of teachers and teacher retention; drug abuse - the opioid 

crisis; addressing the rural healthcare needs; need for mature leadership at the table; committed 

people working together to address state needs; immigration; Department of Health needs; 

Children Youth and Families Department needs; spending an additional $54 million for early 

childhood education; state public safety  

4/29/19 Concerning New Mexico, Governor Grisham speech to ABQ Economic Forum review 

of the legislative session, and look ahead.  

12/17/18Concerning New Mexico, How and why ABQ is the most interesting Mid Size City in 

New Mexico and USA. All residents should talk up the positives of ABQ and the area. Our 

weather, environment, culture, and other attributes of New Mexico.  

11/19/18 Concerning New Mexico Police Chief Micahel Geier, Steps that APD is taking to 

decrease crime in ABQ. DOJ Status/ 

8/20/18 Concerning New Mexico Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham, "New Mexico Local 

Governments have adopted or are considering mandates on businesses creating rules such as 

minimum wage or paid sick leave that differ across communities.  The resulting patchwork 

increases costs, particularly on small business, creates competitive disadvantages.  In the 2018 

Legislative session, a bill was introduced to incentivize employers statewide to voluntarily adopt 

family-friendly policies.  Candidate perspective regarding the enactment of local employment 

mandates and position on mandates or voluntary, incentive-based approaches.  

 

KANW partners with Albuquerque Public Schools, to produce APS community 

Connections. Connection parents and educational issues. Announce run on rotation unless 

specific to certain times of year or occasion. Announcements are aired in both Spanish and 

English.  

 

Absenteeism at school contributes to high school dropout rates, leaving students without the 

academic credentials and skills needed to compete in today’s and tomorrow’s workforce. Get 

involved with your neighborhood school. Every day at school matters. This is David Peercy from 

the APS Board of Education.  

 

Students who don’t develop the habits associated with good attendance in the early years will 

find it difficult to develop them as adults. Get involved with your neighborhood school. Every 

day at school matters. This is David Peercy from the APS Board of Education.  

 

Every day matters for your child to attend school, and getting ready for school starts the night 

before. Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before. This is Peggy Muller-Aragón from 

the APS Board of Education.  



 

Every year, school absences spike in the weeks before and after winter break, as families squeeze 

a few more days of vacation out of the holiday season. Let’s break that cycle. Make sure your 

child is in school every day. Because the best gift you can give your child is a good education. 

This is Peggy Muller-Aragón from the APS Board of Education.  

 

Being late to school may lead to poor attendance. Good attendance will help children do well in 

high school, college and at work. Every day at school is important. This is Peggy Muller-Aragón 

from the APS Board of Education.  

 

Every day matters for your child to attend school alert and ready to learn. Set a regular bedtime. 

Establish bedtime and morning routines. Make sure that your child gets 9 to 11 hours of sleep. 

This is Barbara Petersen from the APS Board of Education.  

 

Everyone’s efforts to avoid taking extra days off during the Thanksgiving holiday are 

appreciated. Just a few missed days here and there, even if they’re excused absences, can add up 

to too much lost learning time and leave your child behind in school. This is as true in 

kindergarten as it is in high school. This is Barbara Petersen from the APS Board of Education.  

 

 

Every day matters for your child’s attendance at school. Keep in touch with your child’s 

teachers. Contact your school or ask for a meeting with the teacher if you have questions or need 

help with attendance. This is Barbara Petersen from the APS Board of Education.  

 

Having our children attend school every day is the single most important way that we can help 

them succeed in school. Be sure to schedule appointments and vacations during non-school 

hours. This is Lorenzo Garcia from the APS Board of Education.  

 

This holiday season, the best gift you can give your child is a good education. And the best place 

to get an education is in school. It’s tempting to extend your vacation by a few days, but 

remember, those days count as absences. Just a few missed days, can mean too much lost 

learning time. So make sure your child is in school every day, right up until vacation starts. This 

is Lorenzo Garcia from the APS Board of Education. 

  

If your child seems anxious about going to school, talk to teachers, school counselors or other 

parents for advice on how to make him or her feel comfortable and excited about learning. Every 

day matters for your child to attend school. This is Lorenzo Garcia from the APS Board of 

Education.  

 

Ofrezca a su hijo una mejor oportunidad para el éxito asegurándose de que valla a la escuela 

todos los días. Nosotros sabemos que los niños que faltan tan solo dos días al mes tendrán más 

dificultades en recuperar sus habilidades académicas como las matemáticas y lectura. Espero que 

tenga un buen año escolar. Cada día es importante. This is Candelaria Patterson from the APS 

Board of Education.  

 

Every day matters for your children’s attendance at school. Pay attention to any signs that your 

child is sad and withdrawn, self-harming, or using drugs or alcohol. Ask for help. This is 

Candelaria Patterson from the APS Board of Education.  

Having our children attend school every day is the single most important way that we can help 

them succeed in school. Work with your child and his or her teacher to help your child develop 



strong attendance habits. Every day at school matters. This is Elizabeth Armijo from the APS 

Board of Education.  

 

Chronic absence at school is a problem we can solve, especially if business leaders work with 

schools, parents and communities to improve student attendance. Get involved with your 

neighborhood school. Every day at school matters. This is Elizabeth Armijo from the APS Board 

of Education.  

 

Chronic absenteeism from school is a critical problem that puts schoolchildren at risk for falling 

behind academically and dropping out of school. Every day matters for your child to attend 

school. This is Superintendent Raquel Reedy from Albuquerque Public Schools.  

 

 

Attending school regularly helps children feel better about school and themselves. Start building 

this habit in preschool so they learn right away that going to school on time every day is 

important. This is Superintendent Raquel Reedy from Albuquerque Public Schools. 

  

Every year, school absences spike in the weeks before and after winter break, as families squeeze 

a few more days of vacation out of the holiday season. Let’s break that cycle. Make sure your 

child is in school every day. Because the best gift you can give your child is a good education. 

This is Yolanda Montoya-Cordova from the APS Board of Education. 

  

This holiday season, the best gift you can give your child is a good education. And the best place 

to get an education is in school. It’s tempting to extend your vacation by a few days, but 

remember, those days count as absences. Just a few missed days, can mean too much lost 

learning time. So make sure your child is in school every day, right up until vacation starts. This 

is Yolanda Montoya-Cordova from the APS Board of Education. 

  

Show your child how to use the block button on their devices and favorite apps to stop people 

sending them unwanted messages. You also can set up parental controls with your internet 

service provider or on your child’s phone to stop them from accessing harmful content. This is 

Barbara Petersen from the APS Board of Education.  

 

Children love art projects of every type, but they rarely have enough time during the school year 

to draw and paint and construct as much as they would like. Paint, pretend, make up and play 

games, write your own play or puppet show and put on a show for the kids in the neighborhood.  

Make time for creative play and let the summer months be the time when your child discovers 

that he or she has the amazing ability to create through art. This is Peggy Muller-Aragón from 

the APS Board of Education.  

 

Summer is an easy time for children to fall out of a normal routine. Help your child make a clear 

schedule of what he or she will do throughout the day and when to wake up and go to bed. While 

the schedule does not need to be elaborate or finely detailed, it can at least establish some clear 

expectations of what your child should do each day. This is Peggy Muller-Aragón from the APS 

Board of Education.  

 

Sometimes it isn’t obvious that what you are doing is wrong, but if you use digital technology to 

upset, anger or embarrass someone on purpose, this means you are involved in online bullying. It 

might be as simple as “liking” a mean post, laughing at an online video or spreading a rumor, but 

the person being bullied could feel like they are being ganged up on. Go back and delete any 



upsetting or nasty posts, tweets or comments you have written. This is Yolanda Montoya-

Cordova from the APS Board of Education.  

 

Summer reading should be fun reading. Help your child read anything and everything that 

interests him or her. A great way to get started is by celebrating the end of the school year with a 

special trip to the library.  Get your child a library card and take advantage of the programs and 

check out books at your local library.  Encourage your child to create a schedule for daily 

reading and set an example by letting your child see you read every day. This is Yolanda 

Montoya-Cordova from the APS Board of Education. 

  

Have fun with your child over the summer! There are all sorts of amazing benefits to play time 

for children, so be sure to fill the summer days with fun activities. Build forts in the living room 

with blankets and sheets.  Put up a tent in the yard and turn it into a summer club 

house.  Children grow when they can use their imagination and practice their academic skills in 

creative ways.  This is Yolanda Montoya-Cordova from the APS Board of Education.  

 

Cultivate a love of reading by taking regular trips to the library over the summer. Let your child 

choose books and get recommendations from the librarian. Read to your children, have them 

read along with you, and then have them read to you on their own.  This strategy is one of the 

best ways to build reading fluency.  Reading books can help your child beat the summer slide of 

digressing two to three months in academic skills. This is Barbara Petersen from the APS Board 

of Education.  

 

Trying to record your favorite show with the DVR, but can't remember how to do it?  Put your 

children to work writing "how-to" guides for tricky devices -like DVRs - or other instructions, 

such as how to reset the microwave clock after the power goes out or how to load the dishwasher 

so that all the dishes fit. This activity helps children practice skills in sequencing, paying 

attention to details, and writing clearly. This is Barbara Petersen from the APS Board of 

Education.  

 

Talk to your child about what a healthy relationship looks like and how to detect someone who 

might not be who they claim to be. Explain that online groomers pay compliments and engage in 

conversations about personal information, such as hobbies. Online groomers also try to isolate a 

child from people close to them, such as parents and friends, to make their relationship feel 

special and unique. This is Barbara Petersen from the APS Board of Education.  

 

Some children experience unhealthy levels of weight gain during the summer months, because 

they get less exercise when schools are closed. It is important to help your child stay physically 

active all summer long. Get outside. Take a hike. Play in the sun. Go for a run or a bike ride. 

Visit a park. Stay active this summer. This is Barbara Petersen from the APS Board of 

Education.  

 

Show your child or grandchild that you will support them and make sure they understand they 

can come to you with any concerns they may have. They need to know they can talk to you if 

someone does something they are uncomfortable with; whether that is inappropriate comments, 

images, or requests. This is Candelaria Patterson from the APS Board of Education.  

 

As a parent or caregiver, it is natural to feel worried about certain things you see online that may 

be harmful to children. However, not everything you see online is true. Check the validity of the 

source and be mindful of what you share as it may only cause more worry. This is Candelaria 

Patterson from the APS Board of Education.  



 

Demuéstrele a su hijo(a) o a su nieto(a) que lo apoyará, y asegúrese de que entiendan que pueden 

contar con usted con cualquier inquietud que puedan tener. Ellos necesitan saber que pueden 

hablar con usted si alguien les hace algo que los hace sentir incómodos; ya sea por medio de 

comentarios, imágenes o peticiones inapropiadas. Soy Candelaria Patterson de la Junta de 

Educación de APS.  

 

Como padre de familia, o prestador de cuidado, es natural sentirse preocupado por ciertas cosas 

que ve en línea, que pueden ser perjudiciales para los niños. Sin embargo, no todo lo que se ve en 

línea es cierto. Revise la validez de la fuente, y tenga mucho cuidado de lo que comparte, ya que 

solo puede causar más preocupación. Soy Candelaria Patterson de la Junta de Educación de APS.  

"El verano es para explorar, lectura, escuchar y escribir. Preséntar a los niños la oportunidad de 

experimentar con diferentes estilos de redacción, desde poesía hasta redacción eficaz.   

 

Summer is for exploring, reading, listening and writing. Give children a chance to experience 

different writing styles from poetry to persuasive writing. This is Candelaria Patterson from the 

APS Board of Education  

 

Summer is a great time for all types of learning opportunities for children. Parents and caregivers 

can incorporate reading and writing into everyday activities. This is Candelaria Patterson from 

the APS Board of Education.  

 

El verano es una buena oportunidad para aprovechar todo tipo de aprendizaje para los niños. Los 

padres de familia y las personas que prestan servicios de cuidado pueden incorporar la lectura y 

la redacción en actividades cotidianas.  

  

Children who participate in community service activities gain not only new skills but also self-

confidence and self-esteem. This summer help your children zoom into action by brainstorming a 

list of simple things to do to give back to the community such as writing thank-you cards for 

local service people, picking up trash at a neighborhood park or volunteering at a nursing home. 

This is David Peercy from the APS Board of Education.  

 

Encourage your child to write during the summer months. One idea is to ask your child to spend 

some time researching and writing down community stories. Not only does it build research and 

writing skills, but helps children develop a deeper sense of place. Help your child set up a 

comfortable and quiet space with good lighting for summer reading and writing. This is David 

Peercy from the APS Board of Education.  

 

Summer months without any practice in math or reading skills can cause students at every grade 

level to digress two to three months in their academic skills. Even 15 to 30 minutes a day is all it 

takes to help students close learning gaps and perform at higher levels during the upcoming 

school year. Summer is an ideal time for students of all ages to strengthen their academic skills 

while still having plenty of time left over for summer activities. This is David Peercy from the 

APS Board of Education.   

 

It’s important for you, as a parent or caregiver, to be present while your children are online. This 

will give you a greater understanding of what they are doing on their devices, as well as 

providing you with the opportunity to discuss, support and stop certain activities that your child 

may be involved in. As the nature of each task becomes progressively worse, it is also important 

to recognize any changes in your child’s behavior. This is David Peercy from the APS Board of 

Education.  



 

Ensure that you set up parental controls for your online devices at home. This will help to restrict 

the types of content that your child can view, as well as help you to monitor their activity. It is 

vital that you are aware of your device and account settings to ensure your child’s utmost safety. 

For example, on YouTube you can turn off “suggested auto-play” on videos to stop your child 

from viewing content that they have not directly selected. This is David Peercy from the APS 

Board of Education.  

 

Child safety experts have identified key online grooming patterns and advise parents to watch 

their children for secretive behavior about what they are doing online, internet or smartphone 

usage late at night, going to unusual places to meet up with friends you don’t know, and if they 

seem withdrawn, anxious, depressed, aggressive, or show a lack of interest in extra-curricular 

activities. Look out for warning signs and changes in behavior. This is Elizabeth Armijo from the 

APS Board of Education.  

 

Going online makes it easier for people to say and do things they probably wouldn’t do face to 

face. Online bullies don’t see their victims’ reactions in real life, so this can insulate them from 

the real damage that they are doing. People often bully because they are going through 

something difficult themselves and taking it out on others is the only way they know how to 

cope. Talk to your children about online bullying. This is Elizabeth Armijo from the APS Board 

of Education.  

 

The school bell may have stopped ringing, but summer is a great time for all types of learning 

opportunities for children. Parents and caregivers can build reading and writing into everyday 

activities such as watching TV with the sound off AND closed captioning on or reading the 

directions for how to play a new game. This is Elizabeth Armijo from the APS Board of 

Education.  

 

Watch a garden grow and build research, reading, and writing skills. Ask questions such as are 

the tomatoes growing faster than the chile? When children observe, comment on, and question 

the things that they see in the world around them, they strengthen their research skills. Children 

look closely to discover details, and in the process, they learn to come up with their own 

questions, find answers, and build literacy skills that are valuable throughout the year. This is 

Elizabeth Armijo from the APS Board of Education. 

 

To give your child a safer online gaming experience, it is important to check privacy settings or 

parental controls on the networks, devices, apps and websites they may use. If you use location 

sharing apps to check where your child is, remember that these could be used by strangers to 

follow your child without their knowledge. Ensure that you check options so that location 

information is only shared with people who have permission. This is Lorenzo Garcia from the 

APS Board of Education.  

 

Let your children know that once they have sent an online message, they are no longer in control 

of it, and the messages, images and videos that they may intend to share with one individual may 

end up where the whole world can see. And, later in life, it may affect their reputations, 

especially if universities, employers or future partners see the content. Explain the repercussions 

to your children. This is Lorenzo Garcia from the APS Board of Education. 

  

Learning does not have to be restricted to the home over the summer! Take educational outings 

to such destinations as your local history, science, or art museum. Learn something new and let 

your child explore a topic of interest. Even vacations and trips can cultivate learning. Engage 



your child by asking him or her to research the area you will be visiting and its local history. This 

is Lorenzo Garcia from the APS Board of Education.  

 

Summer is a great time for new experiences and field trips, near or far. After visiting new places, 

have your child write reviews of their adventures and create a summer scrapbook. Encourage 

your child to record their thoughts and experiences. All you need is a 3-ring binder, paper and 

glue. Kids can add things like menus, ticket stubs, pictures, autographs or hiking trail maps to 

accompany their reviews. This is Lorenzo Garcia from the APS Board of Education. 

  

It’s unlikely that you can stop your child using the Internet, nor can you constantly monitor their 

online activities, but you can talk to your child on a regular basis about what they do online. 

Talking openly with them about online relationships will help them determine the type of 

behavior that is appropriate or inappropriate. This is Yolanda Montoya-Cordova from the APS 

Board of Education.  

 

Focus on the subjects your child had the most trouble learning the previous school year, and 

make sure to fit in some practice in these areas. The summer months are a good time to work on 

some of these areas in a fun way. Set aside just 15 to 30 minutes a day for helping your student 

on areas of difficulty. This is Yolanda Montoya-Cordova from the APS Board of Education. 

 

For very young children, making art provides opportunities to learn words for colors, shapes and 

actions. When toddlers are as young as a year old, parents can do simple activities such as 

crumpling up paper and calling it a “ball.” By elementary school, students can use descriptive 

words to discuss their own creations. This is Elizabeth Armijo from the APS Board of Education.  

 

Art education strengthens problem-solving and critical-thinking skills. The experience of making 

decisions and choices in the course of creating art carries over into other parts of life. If children 

are exploring and thinking and experimenting and trying new ideas, then creativity has a chance 

to blossom.  This is Elizabeth Armijo from the APS Board of Education.   

 

When kids are encouraged to express themselves and take risks in creating art, they develop a 

sense of innovation that will be important in their adult lives. Society needs thinking, inventive 

people who seek new ways and improvements, not just people who can only follow directions. 

Art is a way to encourage the process. This is Elizabeth Armijo from the APS Board of 

Education. 

 

"Arts-related study, no matter the art, is critical to building a child’s self-esteem—whether in a 

studio, classroom, or playground. Speak with your child. Learn more about their creative 

interests and provide the resources and opportunities for them to grow and thrive. This is 

Yolanda Montoya-Cordova from the APS Board of Education.  

 

Craft stores may be filled with coloring books, craft kits and precut models, but some of the best 

ways to foster creativity require only the simplest materials and few complicated directions. You 

can encourage your child’s self-expression by exploring with simple materials like crayons and 

plain blank paper, rather than copying a preconceived finished product. This is Yolanda 

Montoya-Cordova from the APS Board of Education. 

 

The arts help your child develop real-life skills. Depending on the specific arts activity your child 

chooses to become involved in—whether it’s music, drawing, acting, or dance—he or she is sure 

to learn important real-world skills including critical and creative thinking, hand-eye 

coordination, motor skills, and social skills like taking turns, sharing, and negotiating. This is 



Yolanda Montoya-Cordova from the APS Board of Education. Many of the arts and music, in 

particular, helps provide children with improved classroom skills, including critical thinking, 

creative problem solving, team work, and effective communication. This is Yolanda Montoya-

Cordova from the APS Board of Education. 

 

As well as monitoring your child’s activity online, it is important for you to talk about it with 

them too. Not only will this give you an understanding of their online actions, but those honest 

and frequent conversations will encourage your child to feel confident to discuss issues and 

concerns they may have related to the online world. Teach your children to be kind online. This 

is Superintendent Raquel Reedy from Albuquerque Public Schools. 

 

You can’t always rely on parental controls to block distressing or harmful material online. 

People find ways around these blocks. You should flag and report any material you think is 

inappropriate or harmful as soon as you see it and block the content to prevent your child from 

viewing it. Encourage older children to record or take a screenshot of any content they feel might 

be malicious to provide evidence to the appropriate channels. This is Superintendent Raquel 

Reedy from Albuquerque Public Schools.  

 

KANW partners with Albuquerque Public Schools, to produce APS Podcast on different 

subjects throughout the year. From Schools Safety, Suicide prevention, A Conversation 

with Superintendent Raquel Reedy and more.  

 

Teen Suicide Episode 1 tackles the gut-wrenching suicide reality in New Mexico.  A teacher, 

crisis outreach counselor and student talk candidly about what it's like to know someone 

contemplating suicide, the immediate actions necessary to save a life and the exasperating 

frequency APS students deal with the threat. Mark Goodrum speaks with Victoria Waugh-Reed 

(APS District Crisis Resource Counselor), Nancy Wiggins (Special Education Teacher at Grant 

Middle School), and Nick Estrada (Senior at Volcano Vista High School). 

 

Superintendent Raquel Reedy She is one of New Mexico's most influential educational leaders 

and has what many would consider one of the toughest jobs in America.  So, what keeps APS 

Superintendent Raquel Reedy up at night?  What does she have to say to all those critics?  Mark 

Goodrum sits down with the Superintendent for a candid and sometimes surprising conversation. 

 

When it comes to Albuquerque Public Schools, it’s a safe bet there will be differences of 

opinion, but one thing most can agree on is that the community benefits from hearing compelling 

stories about our students, staff, and families.  Now, anyone interested in exploring the ins and 

outs of APS will have that opportunity without ever having to attend a public meeting, schedule 

appointments with district administrators or scour the internet for information.  The APS 

Communications Department in partnership with the district’s radio station, KANW have 

introduced a new monthly podcast called APS Open Book. The host of the show, Mark 

Goodrum, spent 33 years as an APS teacher and band director before retiring a few years ago. 

Goodrum is passionate about his classroom experiences, is a captivating storyteller and relatable 

expert.  By design, show topics will focus on areas that are difficult to absorb in a brief TV news 

story or even some longer stories published in print or on the web.  Goodrum collaborates with 

the district and listeners to identify future topics. Send your ideas and feedback to 

PodCast@aps.edu. 

 

Chorus, band, orchestra, drama, mariachi, art, and even steel drums - the fine arts in the 

Albuquerque Public Schools are reaching all students from elementary to high school.  Join 

mailto:PodCast@aps.edu


Mark Goodrum as he speaks with APS students and their teachers about the importance of a fine 

arts education. 

 

Special Programs and Events: 

 

KANW Events with Live Remote Broadcasts  

7/4/18 July 4th, KANW participated in the Town of Corrales parade, and the Town of Bernalillo 

Celebration for Rotary Park. Live broadcast interviews Including the Mayor of Bernalillo Jack 

Torres.   

7/11-14/2018, KANW partnered with Mariachi Spectacular with live breaks from ABQ Civic 

Plaza celebrating the culture and history of Mariachi in New Mexico. Groups from all over the 

country come and present a free concert to increase awareness and educate citizens in and around 

New Mexico. KAWN remote includes interviews with organizers, and city officials including 

Mayor Tim Keller.  

 

7/26/2018 KANW partnered with the New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs and the  

Da Vinci—The Genius opens at the New Mexico Museum of Natural History & Science in 

Albuquerque, Author Michael Gelb.  

 

7/28/18, KANW partnered with Santa Fe Spanish Market, with live breaks and interviews with 

artist and organizers.  

 

7/29/18 KANW partnered with the Town of Bernalillo for the San Lorenzo Fiesta, preserving 

New Mexico culture, with New Mexico musicians, and remote breaks including the Mayor Jack 

Torres.  

 

8/12/18 Celebration of Hispanic Music, Honoring the Godfather of New Mexico Music Al 

Hurricane. Remote live interviews with ABQ Mayor Tim Keller, City Councilor Ken Sanchez, 

New Mexico Music artist, Jerry Dean, Erika, Christian Sanchez, Lorenzo Antonio.  

8/18/18 KANW partnered with Bernalillo County Chile Festival at National Hispanic Cultural 

Center. Celebration of the Chile harvest on Saturday, Aug. 18, 2018 at the National Hispanic 

Cultural Center.  This event will offer entertainment, kids’ activities, arts and crafts vendors, 

food trucks, beer, wine, agricultural workshops, chef demonstrations and more. What to do with 

all that chile, ways to preserve the treasure, Cindy Davies, Program Director NMSU, Bernalillo 

County Cooperative Extension Service. Growing Chile in NM: tips and tricks, John Garlisch, 

Bernalillo County Agriculture Agent. A Primer on New Mexican Green Chile, 2018, Catherine 

Baca, Bueno Foods.  KANW provided live breaks and interviews. 

8/26/18 KANW partnered with Our Lady of Guadalupe Fiesta preserving New Mexico culture, 

with New Mexico musicians.  

11/6-16/2018, KANW Special Report, New Mexico State Fair, live broadcasts of activities, 

concerts, historical, and cultural events at State Fair and in particular events at the New Mexico 

Spanish Village. We provide the public with general information regarding fair access, entrances 

and parking.  

 



10/25/ 2018, KANW Special Report, Live broadcast from School Choice Fair, Public Schools 

Choice, Principals, teachers and Administrators in the Public Schools. Guests: Joseph Escobedo, 

Director, Charter Schools, Albuquerque Public Schools; Raquel Reedy, Superintendent, 

Albuquerque Public School; Deborah Elder, Executive Director, Office of Innovation, 

Albuquerque Public Schools; Barbara Peterson, Board of Education, Albuquerque Public 

Schools Issues: school choice; programs and schools for K-12 students; collaboration with the 

University of New Mexico and the Central New Mexico Community College; regular education 

and magnet schools in Albuquerque; specialized schools to meet the needs of students; parent 

information  

 

12/2/18 KANW Open House, Celebration of New Mexico Food and Music Culture at KANW.  

Invited New Mexico Music Artist to perform and invited the public to come and celebrate New 

Mexico holiday traditions.  

 

 

KANW Special Programs  

 

7/20/18 NAIOP Governors Forum, Live broadcast at noon. With candidates Rep. Michelle Lujan 

Grisham, and Rep Steve Pearce. 

 

11/5/2018, KANW Special Report, Live Election Eve Special, for the general election on All 

of New Mexico's executive officers are up for election as well as a United States Senate seat, and 

all of New Mexico's three seats in the United States House of Representatives. We'll finish our 

Election Eve broadcast tonight and get ready for Election Night coverage tomorrow night starting 

at 6:30. We'll stay on the air for as long as the major races are undecided and if election officials 

are still counting votes. Now it's on to the Grand Finale. 

This is the home of New Mexico politics. 

 

11/6/2018, KANW Special Report, A general election was held in the U.S. state of New 

Mexico on November 6, 2018. All of New Mexico's executive officers were up for election as 

well as a United States Senate seat, and all of New Mexico's three seats in the United States 

House of Representatives. ELECTION NIGHT COVERAGE Results from the record-setting 

early vote are going to hit early, shortly after 7 p.m. don’t miss it!  

We look forward to having you with us tonight on KANW 89.1 FM and kanw.com for our 30th 

year of Election Night coverage. We had a great panel for our Election Eve Special and they'll all 

be back tonight at 6:30 for the big night. We'll also welcome back Catherine Trujillo, a business 

consultant and VP of the Taylor Ranch Neighborhood Association as well as Republican Barry 

Bitzer who has been around state politics for decades. 

This is going to be a night of many close races when expert guidance will be essential and we'll 

have it for you on your radio dial and Internet stream. See you tonight and back here Wednesday 

with all the results and, of course, the inevitable surprises. 

This is the home of New Mexico politics.  

 

1/8/19 KANW partnered with the League of Women Voters, Broadcast Forum on APS Mail-In 

Election. A presentation by a representative of the Bernalillo County Clerk’s Office on how the 

District’s first-ever mail-in election will work. Pros and cons of the ballot initiatives presented by 

both supporters and opponents.  Questions and answers from the League of Women Voters of 

Central New Mexico as well as audience members. Closing arguments from both sides. 

 

1/14/19 City of ABQ Mayors State of the City, Mayor Tim Keller today delivered his first State 

of the City address at a community celebration where he marked the progress his administration 



has made during the first year in office and detailed new efforts to address Albuquerque’s most 

pressing challenges. In the Mayor’s ongoing push to turn city government inside out, he gave the 

address as part of a free event with live music from local artists, food trucks, pet adoptions, and 

other fun activities for families. 

 

Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham, Congresswoman Debra Haaland, City Councilors, the Mayor’s 

executive team, and department directors were in attendance. An estimated one thousand residents 

joined the festivities at the National Hispanic Cultural Center and hundreds more watched at 

viewing parties in each quadrant of the city. 

“After a decade of rising crime, a stagnant economy and a lack of opportunities for kids, 

Albuquerque was a city at a crossroads,” stated Mayor Keller. “Burqueños chose to take 

responsibility for our problems and take back control of our future. Last year we brought focus 

and urgency to our most pressing problems. We’re making progress but it is going to be a long 

road ahead; and we can’t do this alone It’s going to take all of us coming together as individuals 

and as governments, from all across the state to help the Duke City.” 

Public Safety Mayor Keller’s top priority since taking office has been to tackle crime from all sides 

in Albuquerque. That involved restructuring Albuquerque Police Department to put more 

resources out on the streets and appointing new leadership to change the culture within the 

department. In the past year, APD’s recruitment efforts have put the department on track to hire 

100 new officers. As a result of APD’s efforts, for the first time in nearly a decade, crime is finally 

trending down, including a 31 percent reduction in auto theft and a 10 percent reduction in 

homicides. Mayor Keller stated that the common thread of many of the crimes is gun violence. In 

2019, APD will strategically focus on keeping guns out of the wrong hands and continue to 

implement constitutional, community policing by building partnerships with neighborhoods, 

churches, and business owners. 

Homelessness Prior to Mayor Keller’s administration, the city did not have a team specifically 

charged with addressing homelessness. Mayor Keller created a new division on housing and 

homelessness in the Family and Community Services Department. The City is focusing on targeted 

solutions, such as expanding access to housing vouchers to help people experiencing homelessness 

transition into longer-term housing. In 2019, the City will work with partners to open the first 

centrally-located shelter that will be open year-round and offer services like health care and case 

management. 

Economy since the Great Recession, Albuquerque struggled to fully recover from stagnant growth 

over the past decade. Early in the first year, Mayor Keller’s administration rolled out an economic 

development plan that capitalizes on the city’s strengths and is focused on building an economy 

that works for everyone. In addition to landing game-changers like Netflix, the City is supporting 

the Albuquerque economy with buy local efforts. City departments have systematically swapped 

out over 400 out-of-state contracts to keep taxpayers dollars here. The City has also taken back 

control of the historic Rail Yards and is partnering with CNM to be the first anchor tenant in 40 

years, bringing a film school to the iconic site. Other efforts are focused on growing international 

business in Albuquerque, supporting the creative economy that is a huge part of Albuquerque’s 

identity, and being smart about the businesses we’re recruiting to the city. 

Standing Up for Kids Mayor Keller prioritized standing up for kids and making sure every child 

in the city has access to opportunities to stay safe and engaged outside of school. To that end, 

several City departments have increased enrollment in before-school, after-school, and summer 

programs. With investments by City Council, the City has been able to bring back teen nights, 

extend the hours of swimming pools for working families, and creating new youth programs at 

Parks and Recreation and Family and Community Services. Additionally, the Keller administration 

is taking back our public spaces so they’re safe for kids and families, which led to the creation of 

the S.H.A.R.P. Program, a collaboration of multiple City departments to more efficiently respond 

to reports of needles in our parks and other public spaces. At today’s event, Mayor Keller 



announced a Kids Cabinet to bring together representative from the education system, nonprofits, 

faith communities and public safety partners. The Kids Cabinet will help the City fill the gaps in 

access to opportunities, literacy, nutrition and safety. 

Sustainability One of the first actions Mayor Keller took when coming into office was to sign the 

Paris Climate Agreement and set a goal of getting the City to a net zero energy bill, meaning the 

City would receive 100 percent of its energy needs from renewable energy sources. Together with 

PNM, the City is on track to increase its solar energy usage from four percent to 58 percent and is 

working to replace old light bulbs with LED and installing solar panels on City buildings. The 

Solid Waste Department is also working on innovative ways to decrease contamination of recycled 

items. Mayor Keller announced that Albuquerque won an award from Bloomberg Philanthropies 

that will enable the City to reach its goal of using 100% renewable energy by 2022. 

Equity and Inclusion Mayor Keller has made it a priority to embrace the rich cultural heritage of 

the people of Albuquerque, which led to the creation of the Office of Equity and Inclusion to look 

at everything the City does through an equity lens. To that end, one of the first pieces of legislation 

the Mayor signed was to affirm Albuquerque as an immigrant friendly city. Additionally, the City 

has updated its sexual harassment policy and made training mandatory for all City employees. In 

the coming year, Mayor Keller has instructed all City departments to ensure that City resources 

are distributed to every part of the city. 

Mayor Keller closed his first State of the City address with a call to action for every resident of 

Albuquerque, urging them to become part of the One Albuquerque movement. 

 

1/15/19 Broadcast of the New Mexico State of State address.  

The full text of the governor’s remarks, as prepared, is included below, for reference. 

“Mr. Lieutenant Governor, Senate Pro Tem Papen, Speaker Egolf, leaders of both parties, 

honorable members of the judiciary, honorable tribal representatives, distinguished guests and, of 

course, my family: 

In this moment, on this new day, we stand together on the precipice of immeasurable opportunity. 

I’m ready to begin the climb — and I know you are too. 

Esteemed members of the House of Representatives and New Mexico Senate: There’s sixty days 

of hard work ahead of us. Sixty days — and each one of those days represents the chance to make 

a meaningful, positive difference in the lives of every single New Mexican. 

Sixty days is a long time. A lot can happen. I might even start to like some of you. 

I firmly believe what we accomplish in these sixty days will set the course for a transformed state, 

a stronger and better state, not just in these next four years but for decades, generations to come. 

This, right now, is the beginning. This, right now, is our moment. 

And I am humbled and honored to be a part of it, and to share it with all of you. 

I know, in this first session of the 54th Legislature, we are going to remind New Mexico what it 

looks like when a governor and lawmakers commit to working together, commit to working 

through our differences and the challenges we face with open hearts, with open minds, and with 

understanding for the person sitting across the table, or across the aisle. 

Together, we are going to show New Mexico how much good can be done when our two branches 

of government communicate clearly with each other, when we do the hard work to find consensus, 

when we win with humility and lose with grace, when we express our disagreements with civility 

and we always, always keep the honest, hardworking people of this state foremost in our thoughts. 

I want every New Mexican out there to hear me now: Get excited. Stay excited. Get active and 

stay active. Please, raise your voices, and raise your hopes, and hold them up high. 

And I want you, esteemed members of this Legislature, to hear me when I say: The eyes of this 

state are upon us. 

Each of you must work for your constituents. In this moment, and in the months ahead, we must 

also work together for the larger constituency of New Mexico, this magnificent state we are all so 

lucky to call home. 



It has been said that those of us who won office this fall had some pretty good timing. It has been 

said that we are all entering office at an opportune moment. 

I agree. But this moment is greater than the state of our budget, or any of the numbers that suggest 

we can now begin to make the transformative investments our schools, our economy and our 

communities have always deserved. 

I believe this is an opportune moment, perhaps the greatest moment of opportunity in the history 

of this state, because we have the strength, and the vision, and the willpower to deliver together. 

The state of our incredible state is enthusiastic, ambitious, and ready. 

I know you all share my optimism about this moment. And I believe you share my conviction that 

when we commit to doing the people’s business, our potential, and the positive change we can 

make for this state, is absolutely unlimited. 

Responsible, game-changing investments have been waiting to be made for years, decades in some 

cases. Our shared priority is progress. We have every tool at our disposal, right now, and it’s time 

to begin. 

When I unveiled my budget last week, I showed you I meant what I said in my inaugural address. 

We are aiming high, and I invite you to aim high right alongside me. 

We are going to deliver a moonshot for public education in the state of New Mexico: A half billion 

dollars for our classrooms, new money, put to its best possible use, right now. 

The transformation starts on the front lines, in our schools, in each and every classroom. For too 

long, the educators of New Mexico have been underpaid. On too many occasions, they have had 

to reach deep into their own pockets to buy necessary supplies for their students. 

 

Things can and will be different, and better, starting now. We are going to raise our educators’ 

salaries by 6 percent across the board. And on top of that we are going to raise the minimum 

salaries for every level of educators by at least 10 percent. And we’re putting $5 million into a 

fund for teachers to buy supplies for their classrooms – so that they are no longer paying out of 

pocket. We are raising our principals’ minimum salaries and instituting a $12 minimum wage for 

every level of educational personnel — everyone in the school buildings. 

We do this because we will no longer just say we value the professionals in our schools — we will 

show them. We need our educators, who are truly the best in the nation, to know this state will 

support them and treat them with the respect they deserve and have always deserved. We need our 

diligent, professional school workers to know this state recognizes the impact they have on our 

children, on our future. No more lip service. We are putting our values into action. When we 

commit to paying our educators and school personnel more, we show them they are wanted here, 

that they are needed here — and that we know they are on the front lines of change in this state, 

and will be compensated like it. 

To truly and meaningfully transform public education, we must be proactive, and we must begin 

at the beginning. The research is unanimous and unequivocal: Children who attend preschool are 

far better prepared than those who don’t. It’s really as simple as that. And we can make that a 

reality for every single New Mexico three- and four-year old. 

As if that weren’t enough, research has also shown children who come from poor and 

disadvantaged families have the most to gain from preschool — as do dual-language learners and 

Spanish-speaking children. This is not a discussion to have in the abstract: These are real children, 

in our state, who need a better start, right now — a better start this state can provide for them, 

every single one of them. 

And so we will provide for them. Together, we will do this. This is the session, this is the year, 

this is the moment we put New Mexico on the path to universal pre-k for every New Mexico child. 

We need the classroom slots, we need the educators, and we need the educators who will educate 

the educators. My budget calls for investing $60 million in new pre-k classroom slots so we 

increase our statewide enrollment to 80 percent within the next five years. And that includes money 



for early childhood educator scholarships, so that we are proactively building and supporting the 

next generation of top-flight educators in this state. 

We may disagree on how we get there, but we all recognize that early childhood education is the 

foundation of everything else we want to achieve for our children and our families. 

We need to target our resources to communities that are currently underserved. Our most 

vulnerable populations need us to deliver. I intend to eliminate the term “achievement gap” from 

our vocabulary — because it is within our power to close those gaps, and ensure that every child, 

every student, every young adult in New Mexico has every opportunity, no matter where they 

come from. 

That is why I have proposed an almost 200 percent increase in our Indian Education Fund. Our 

Native American students will not be left behind. 

And an additional $55 million for our bilingual and multicultural programs, training more dual-

language qualified teachers and ensuring bilingual families will not be left behind. Together, we 

will hold up this state’s diversity as our strength and our lifeblood. Let our unique multicultural 

identity be a shining light for this country. Let us show the world how inclusion and empowerment 

make all of us stronger. 

And I call on this Legislature to explore every possible viable approach for educational 

empowerment, including a proposed constitutional amendment that will allow us to take a 

responsible pinch of additional money from our Permanent School Fund, ensuring we can deliver 

an education system that works for every child and every family in this state. 

The time is now. The people of this great state know that investment in our children is an absolute 

imperative. 

A judge in Santa Fe has ordered us, all of us, to adequately provide for our at-risk students. But I 

didn’t need to read a judge’s order to know we can do more, we can do better, and that, in fact, we 

must. 

On this, we can all agree: No New Mexico student should ever fall through the cracks. We must 

seal those cracks, and we will. Together, we will do this, and our communities will grow stronger. 

I want our educators, our students, and our parents to hear me now: There will be no more high-

stakes testing in the state of New Mexico. 

My first executive orders put us on a path toward a more effective evaluation system and away 

from the harmful legacy of PARCC. I ordered our rejuvenated Public Education Department to 

leverage the expertise within our communities by building a new assessment system from the 

ground up with the direct input of our students, our teachers, our school administrators and our 

community experts. From now on, we will emphasize teaching, not testing — and the result will 

be a new day for education in New Mexico. 

And I want our educators, our students and our parents to hear me again: We will do everything in 

our power to ensure safety in your classrooms, in your community libraries, in your homes and 

public spaces. We all have a Constitutional right to be safe in our communities. Four hundred New 

Mexicans lose their lives to gun violence every year. That is four hundred too many. Four hundred 

souls, four hundred futures, four hundred of our neighbors. Our Department of Health will conduct 

a thorough study of gun violence, and we will get the data we need as quickly as we can, but right 

now we will also take action where we know we must. That means when this legislature adjourns, 

I expect to sign a bill that will ban those convicted of assault from purchasing or possessing a gun, 

I expect strengthened background checks, and I expect tighter restrictions on safekeeping to ensure 

children do not have access to guns in the home. With common-sense reforms, we can build a state 

where people who should not have firearms, don’t, simple as that. Hunters, sportsmen and 

responsible gun-owners also recognize the need for New Mexico to take steps toward smart, fair, 

and effective gun violence prevention, and New Mexicans from every corner of the state stand 

with them. 

Gone are the days where we settle for slogans, where we would rather look “tough on crime” than 

actually do the work to be smart on crime. Instead, we will empower our local public safety officers 



to enact community policing reforms, and we will build solutions to the drug addiction epidemic 

while holding bad actors accountable. Intelligent, evidence-based criminal justice reform is our 

pathway forward, and our pathway out of the violent crime that afflicts too many of our 

neighborhoods. 

As we recognize our public safety officers who pour their heart and soul into their communities, 

we also must recognize that those officers need a raise. By aggressively pursuing federal grants, 

and responsibly using the money we have, we can implement proven recruitment and retention 

incentives and ensure every community in this state has the number and quality of officers it needs 

and deserves. 

When we are smart on crime, we stay focused on repeat and violent offenders, domestic abusers, 

repeat drunk drivers — not the low-level and non-violent kids caught in a bad spot. We cannot 

give up on those kids. For those struggling with addiction within our criminal justice system, we 

must provide treatment. We cannot give up on someone with a disease, a disease that is all too 

often linked to bad circumstances, not bad character. We will be tough on the worst criminals, 

smart about investments and priorities and never stop fighting to make our communities safe. 

This will be the session where we begin to win the fight against the scourge of opioid addiction in 

our communities. Under my proposal, we will boost prevention programs throughout the state, we 

will boost the availability of overdose-reversal drugs, and we will enhance intervention and 

addiction treatment services. We will also crack down on the prescribers and pharmaceutical 

companies who do not follow the law, holding those who have unleashed this epidemic into our 

communities accountable. 

 

We will be tough, smart, and we will proceed with empathy for the families caught in this crisis. I 

will direct my Health Department to adopt the longstanding recommendation from the Medical 

Cannabis Advisory Board to include opioid addiction as a qualifying condition. We will not stand 

in the way of our neighbors who are struggling with addiction and want to recover. Instead we will 

help them all along the way. 

When I spoke with New Mexicans every day over the past two years, and frankly well before that, 

I heard their concerns about their health care. You have heard them too. Nowhere is this concern 

greater than with our behavioral health system. We may disagree from time to time about the size 

or role of government, but I think we all share the belief that it is a duty of the state to provide for 

those with mental illness, those dealing with substance abuse and their families. And we absolutely 

have the capacity to do so. This is basic humanity — and we will rebuild that health system, brick 

by brick, together, starting this session. 

In this session and in the coming years, when we explore strategies that will reduce cost and 

increase patient access, I want us to emphasize improved patient care, better health outcomes and 

building sustainable relationships between patients and providers. 

To that end, I have directed the Department of Health and the Human Services Department to work 

with the superintendent of insurance to reduce reporting requirements and burdens on our health 

care providers. The message to providers and patients is this: Better delivery over bureaucracy. 

Our providers should spend more time taking care of their patients, and our patients should spend 

less time worrying about what they can and can’t afford. 

And let us show the women of this state that we will not allow faraway federal judges to determine 

autonomy over their bodies. 

The old criminal abortion law of this state, one of only nine left in the country, must go. Bring me 

that bill. I will sign it. 

I have outlined how we can begin to address the vacancies at our Children, Youth and Families 

Department. Under incredible new leadership at CYFD, we will finally be proactive in protecting 

our vulnerable children — 100 new positions in the Protective Services Division. 

When this legislature adjourns, I expect bills on my desk that will deliver a jolt of new energy to 

child well-being in this state. 



In the meantime, our reinvigorated Children’s Cabinet will work with key departments to ensure 

needs are being met, and that we are at the forefront of innovations in service. And I applaud 

Mayor Tim Keller for recently announcing a similar sort of idea – I encourage all public officers 

in New Mexico to consider how we can come together and leverage our respective positions and 

resources to deliver a turnaround on child well-being in the state. Together, we will get it done. 

Speaking of things we will get done: Bring me that rocket docket! 

These bills, which some of you worked so hard on in the recent past, include good, productive 

ideas for this state. Support for our land grants and acequias. A bill to support our farmers and 

ranchers engaged in value-added agriculture. A bill that will make grants available to nonprofits 

that provide legal services to low-income New Mexicans. A bill to support mid-wives in rural 

communities. Common-sense changes to lobbyist expenditure reports to enhance transparency. 

These are measures that show we are taking the opportunity now, this session, to make positive 

change a reality. 

And as we do the work to make this state a better and safer place to live and raise a family, we will 

also be aggressive in making New Mexico a better place to work and do business. Finally building 

a broader economy that works for all New Mexicans requires boldness from us in this session. 

That means, starting now, the workers in New Mexico who earn the least will know dignity in 

their work. 

More than 110,000 New Mexicans make $7.50 an hour. This is a poverty wage. And I do not 

intend to lead a state where we simply tolerate poverty in our communities. 

 

These are our children. These are our neighbors. These are members of our extended New Mexico 

family. No one who works hard in this state will be left behind — which means we will send a 

very clear message to New Mexico families by making $7.50 an hour a thing of the past. 

Ten dollars now, 12 dollars soon, and an index to inflation so the rate is fair forever after that. 

Women in this state will see equal pay in my term in office. New Mexico can and will be the 

national leader on gender equality. 

For our tireless state employees, I have proposed tiered raises, so those who currently earn the least 

will see 4 percent raises, and the minimum wage for state employees will rise to $12 an hour 

beginning on July 1. Let’s make this happen. 

I have also proposed an expansion of the Working Families Tax Credit, which we know creates a 

ladder out of poverty, providing child care programs so parents can continue to get meaningful 

support even as they do the hard work to transform themselves and their family’s fortunes for the 

better. These are the New Mexicans we most need to invest in: The New Mexicans who want 

something better for their children. We can and will help them on their way. 

Our local economic development act is a great example of how public-private partnerships can 

elevate communities in this state — not just cities and towns but groups of people with an idea, 

committed entrepreneurs, who just need a little help to get going. All across this state, we have 

seen the positive results of our investments. 

LEDA works. So, this year, let’s double it. Let’s show our New Mexico business-women and -

men that we mean business. Let’s show this country that New Mexico is more than one industry, 

and let’s show our communities that we know local businesses provide good jobs to local residents 

and have a cascading positive effect on their street corner, neighborhood and region. 

And we can further amplify our local businesses by investing an additional percentage point from 

our Severance Tax Permanent Fund, delivering $50 million straight into homegrown mom-and-

pop businesses, enlivening our communities. 

Meanwhile, our Job Training Incentive Program assists companies across New Mexico, especially 

those in our rural communities, training workers in high-paying jobs. We can and will boost our 

homegrown small businesses. 

Our film and television industry is a powerful tool for economic development — statewide. The 

flurry of film activity in Santa Fe and Albuquerque can and will spread all over this state, and 



when we lift the rebate cap the industry in our state will be broader, including our pueblos and 

tribes, our rural communities, workers up and down the economic spectrum. 

When productions come here, they put New Mexicans to work — whether you’re on a crew, 

whether you’re a caterer, whether you’re an aspiring filmmaker of your own and you need a foot 

in the door, an apprenticeship, an opportunity to start making your mark. 

These film and television productions showcase our great outdoors to a global audience and give 

young New Mexicans an exciting career ladder. People in the farthest corners of this planet know 

New Mexico as the Great American West — because of our film industry. And people in the most 

important offices in Hollywood know New Mexico has the greatest crew base, greatest above-the-

line talent, greatest facilities, vistas and scenery in the entire U.S. 

Now we have the opportunity in the coming years to accelerate. Filmmakers have put millions of 

dollars into our local economies. But that poorly designed cap on what we can rebate in any given 

year has left us with a hefty unpaid tab. In New Mexico, we keep our promises. And now we will 

build a smarter system to ensure we keep New Mexicans working. I call on you to embrace the 

aggressive and proactive plan I laid out in my budget: We will pay off the backlog left to us by the 

previous administration — all of it, this year. 

Because I want Hollywood to hear me, I want talented young New Mexican writers, producers and 

actors to hear me, I want moviemakers across the globe to hear me: We are open for business, 

bring your cameras. 

 

I would like to address the veterans who are here and who are listening out there: Thank you. 

Thank you for your incredible service and sacrifice. I have directed our state personnel office to 

formulate a policy that will lead to more veterans being hired by our state agencies. And our 

Department of Veterans Services, under bold new leadership, will be significantly strengthened, 

playing an active role in the lives of our veterans, from college education to health care to 

caregiving assistance and more. Our veterans have given everything for us; now it is our turn to 

give back. Thank you, again. 

When I was secretary of aging, I had the privilege of learning directly from tribal elders about 

tribal sovereignty and the importance of government-to-government relations. Under this 

administration, we will see a full restoration of positive, collaborative relationships between the 

state and our tribes. We will rebuild an effective inter-governmental framework by working 

directly with the sovereign Native nations of New Mexico. No more disregard, no more disrespect. 

Let us begin renewing these essential relationships, starting today. 

Let us also take the time in this session to recognize our infrastructure needs — and to act with the 

sense of urgency the situation demands. Too many of our bridges are rated structurally deficient. 

Too many of our roads are in bad shape, endangering drivers, even cyclists and pedestrians. We 

have improvements to make to our water systems, our dams, our school buildings, broadband 

internet in our rural communities — all of these items need our attention, right now. 

We have a chance to transform our infrastructure to promote and leverage serious economic 

development while we address critical community needs. I call on you to work with me in 

expanding and fast-tracking these investments. Infrastructure is the bedrock of our communities 

and our state. It is the foundation of the diversified economic growth we all envision. We must 

make these critical investments in safer communities and a stronger economy. 

For the thousands of federal workers in this state who have seen their lives unfairly held hostage 

by this unnecessary government shutdown, this state will step up wherever we can. Indeed, in some 

ways we already have. While other states are scrambling to preserve federal funds and programs 

that are now at risk, New Mexico is taking charge and demonstrating proactive leadership amid 

the chaos. 

Almost 500 staff members at the Human Services Department have been working overtime 

through the weekend to ensure tens of thousands of New Mexico families will continue to receive 

their food benefits. 



Our Department of Health worked overtime to ensure our Women, Infants and Children program 

recipients will continue to receive benefits into April. 

Our Department of Workforce Solutions has waived the work search requirement for the 1,000-

plus federal employees who have filed for unemployment benefits, making it a little bit easier for 

hard-working breadwinners who have it so hard right now. 

And we will continue to build on this effort as long as the shutdown lasts. 

Our great outdoors rival any in the world. Outdoor recreation is an opportunity begging for 

investment. When we install an outdoor recreation coordinator in this state, that office will make 

sure New Mexico is on the map for bikers, hikers, campers, hunters and fishermen and 

fisherwomen the world over. And when we boost our tourism marketing campaigns, we will show 

more of the world how beautiful our state is, and how badly they need to come visit. 

But if we want to show off our wide-open spaces, we’ve got to keep preservation on the front 

burner. The U.S. Climate Alliance is a bipartisan group of governors who have committed to 

upholding the goals of the Paris Climate Agreement, and New Mexico will join it. I will sign an 

executive order committing us to those goals in the very near future. 

And I will direct each state agency to participate in developing a comprehensive climate plan for 

New Mexico that responds to the threat of a warming planet by reducing carbon dioxide and other 

greenhouse gas pollution. 

 

Because we know we cannot rely on the federal government, right now, to lead on climate action. 

It is our responsibility and indeed our moral obligation to ensure our planet and our state are 

preserved for our children and their children. 

I have committed to increasing our renewable portfolio standard — 50 percent renewable energy 

by 2030 and 80 percent 10 years after that, and I ask you to fulfill that commitment with me. Not 

as a ceiling but a starting point, with an ultimate goal of even greater renewable production. This 

is our promise to future generations of New Mexicans. 

Because clean energy is the future, and we all know New Mexico has the sunshine and the wind 

capacity to be a global leader in this new era. There are other steps we can take to reduce our 

carbon footprint and ensure we get on and stay on the right path. Our state buildings can be more 

energy-efficient. Wasteful methane emissions can be cut, and in the process this state will make 

more money and more New Mexicans will be put to work. 

As I have said, this is a rare moment in New Mexico’s history. The ideas we put into action 

beginning today can truly transform this state, truly reimagine our education system, broaden our 

economy and our energy sector and help us realize our potential. 

However, I know most of you, and I know you have your own ideas, policies, proposals and 

programs to move New Mexico forward. I recognize that many of you may share my enthusiasm 

but not my exact roadmap for how we move ahead. I get that. In the sixty days ahead, I promise 

you this: I will listen as much as I talk. Really, I promise. I want to learn from you and incorporate 

as many of your good ideas into mine, into solid legislation and policymaking for New Mexico. 

We will be bold and prudent. We will be aggressive and smart. We will be fearless and well 

prepared. 

Above all else, in this forthcoming period of hard work and beyond, let us remember the people 

who sent us here. Let all of us, Republicans and Democrats, keep in mind, all through these long 

days and nights, the New Mexicans we are here to represent. The children who deserve the best 

possible educational system; the educators who deserve the best possible institutional support; the 

families who deserve safety and prosperity; the workers who deserve the chance to work their way 

up; the veterans, police officers and firefighters who deserve our gratitude; the small-business 

owners who deserve our support; the New Mexicans who simply want to see their vision of a 

healthier, happier state come to fruition. 

We are those New Mexicans. In this room, there are educators, there are public safety officers, 

coaches, doctors, lawyers — a lot of lawyers, actually. 



Together, we can and will show New Mexico and this country what good government looks like. 

We can and will serve as a reminder that progress happens collaboratively. We can and will do the 

work to make this Day One of the brand new Nuevo Mexico. 

 

1/21/19 NAACP Celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King Birthday, from Santa Fe Capitol 

Rotunda, Ruthy Watson, director of the Center for Advocacy Resources Education and Support 

at New Mexico Highlands University 

 

4/22/19 NAIOP Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham review of Legislation Session. Live 

Broadcast 1PM  

 

4/27/19 KANW remote from the Berna Facio Professional Development Complex, including an 

interview with Superintendent Raquel Reedy, and what the new complex means to APS and 

students. 

 

5/16/19 Morning Edition live interview with Johnny Chandler from the City of ABQ. Regarding 

ABQ Bike to work day on Friday, May 17th. 

 

5/25/19 KANW live remote from City of Santa Rosa New Mexico, parade, and ceremony, 

honoring those that gave all for our freedom.   

 

5/27/19 KANW remote broadcast from Bernalillo New Mexico, ceremony, honoring those that 

gave all for our freedom.   

 

6/7-6/9/19 KANW remote broadcast from San Felipe de Neri Fiesta, Old Town ABQ.  

 

6/18/19 KANW New Mexico Music live remote Gallup New Mexico. Celebrating New Mexico 

Music. 

 

6/20-19 KANW New Mexico Music live remote Grants New Mexico. Celebrating New Mexico 

Music. 

 

6/29/19KANW KANW live remote for Mountainair, New Mexico.  Celebrating New Mexico 

Music. 

 
 

3.  What impact did your key initiatives and partnerships have in your community? 

Describe any known measurable impact, such as increased awareness, learning or 

understanding about particular issues. Describe indicators of success, such as connecting 

people to needed resources or strengthening conversational ties across diverse 

neighborhoods. Did a partner see an increase in requests for related resources? Please 

include direct feedback from a partner(s) or from a person(s) served. 

 

KANW program partnerships as described above creates and environment of learning, awareness 

and understanding of issues, concerns and problems facing New Mexico. Contact phone 

numbers, websites and address are made available during the programs.  

 

KANW is honored to partner with, the City of Albuquerque, Bernalillo County, the City of Santa 

Rosa, Town of Bernalillo, Sandoval County, Valencia County Chamber of Commerce, ABQ 

Hispano Chamber of Commerce, Central New Mexico Community College, Nm Department of 

Cultural Affairs, and the City of Grants through underwriting and PSA’s about city/county wide 



events, workshops, special programs, and events. All entities have seen an increase in awareness 

about issues, concerns and programs. Participation at these events has increased thorough our 

partnership. KANW live remotes from these events have greatly increased awareness and 

participation at events.  

 

From The Town of Bernalillo.  

Dear Heidi, 

I’m writing this letter to express our deepest gratitude to you and the staff at 

KANW.  

Since we’ve been advertising on KANW 89.1 FM, our attendance and participation at 

events in the Town of Bernalillo has increased! KANW is an amazing partner and we’re 

excited to be working with such an amazing group and we hope to continue this great 

relationship for years to come. 

 

Again, thanks for all you do for New Mexico and the Town of Bernalillo. 

Sincerely, 

Mike Kloeppel 

Director of Economic and Community Development 

 
 

 

KANW produces and broadcasts PSA’s about local and regional cultural celebrations and 

provides remote broadcasts from these events via our broadcast van. KANW is the only New 

Mexico public radio station with complete remote broadcast capabilities.   

 

KANW presents Radio Broadcasting Classes twice a year for Albuquerque Public School 

students and community member. The eight-week introductory course covers commercial and 

non-commercial radio broadcasting, FCC rules and regulations, music formats, transmission 

systems, HD Radio, voice technique, and much more. Students train on KANW’s broadcast 

equipment and can volunteer at KANW upon completion of the course. 

 

KANW works with the New Mexico Secretary of State’s office, Bernalillo County Clerk’s 

office, Sandoval County Clerk’s office and Public School districts to provide native language 

translations of election information announcements for general, county, city, and school 

elections.  

 

 

4. Please describe any efforts (e.g. programming, production, engagement activities) you 

have made to investigate and/or meet the needs of minority and other diverse audiences 

(including, but not limited to, new immigrants, people for whom English is a second 

language and illiterate adults) during Fiscal Year 2019, and any plans you have made to 

meet the needs of these audiences during Fiscal Year 2020. If you regularly broadcast in a 

language other than English, please note the language broadcast. 

 

KANW broadcasts Spanish language music each day with New Mexico Music, we broadcast 

4,992 hours of New Mexico Music annually, with live local hosts. This service connects citizens 

to their heritage and provides cultural awareness and serves the minority majority underserved 

population of New Mexico.  

 

KANW provides 156 hours of Native American music annually, connecting rural and 

underserved populations to their history and heritage.  



 

KANW works with the New Mexico Secretary of State’s office, Bernalillo County Clerk’s 

office, Sandoval County Clerk’s office and Public School districts to provide native language 

translations of election information announcements for federal, state, county, city and school 

elections.  

 

KANW is a sponsor for New Mexico Latin Music Association Awards, Los 15 Grandes De 

Nuevo Mexico Awards, and the New Mexico Hispano Music Association, Hispano Music 

Awards; programs rewarding music excellence in the Hispanic community. Supports the 

Albuquerque Hispano Chamber of Commerce. Sponsors of the New Mexico State fair in 

particular promoting the activities in the Villa Hispano.  

 

KANW conducts ascertainment meetings with community leaders and the public, in rural, 

minority majority and underserved communities within our service areas to determine the needs, 

problems, issues and concern in their community.  

 

Through our partnerships with our community calendar and PSA’s we inform, and educate 

minority listeners, low income listeners, senior citizens and veterans regarding legal assistance, 

tax assistance and other services available.  

 

KANW broadcasts PSA’s on an ongoing bases regarding resources for these and other 

concerns: justice, civil liberties, law and poverty, alcohol abuse, drug, abuse, gambling 

abuse, transgender, LGBT, homeless, food bank 

 

The Transgender Resource Center of New Mexico, is dedicated to serving the transgender 

communities in the state of New Mexico and strives to exist as a clearing house for resources 

which can support, assist, educate, and advocate for the transgender and gender non-conforming 

population of this state and their families and loved ones. For more information visit tgrcnm.org 

The Albuquerque Center for Peace and Justice provides resources and space for organizations 

and individuals working on peace and justice issues to network with one another and share 

information. The center works to support regional and global justice.  For more information call 

268-9557 

The American Civil Liberties Union of New Mexico works to maintain and advance the cause of 

civil liberties, civil rights and constitutional freedom in New Mexico.  For volunteer or 

membership information visit aclu-nm.org. 

The New Mexico Center on Law and Poverty is dedicated to advancing economic and social 

justice through education, advocacy and litigation. The Center works with low-income New 

Mexicans to improve living conditions, increase opportunities and protect the rights of people 

living in poverty.  For more information visit nmpovertylaw.org 

If your drinking is causing issues with your family, your health, and the community, contact 

Alcoholics anonymous. You will find a fellowship of men & women who share their experience, 

strength and hope with each other. For information call 266-1900 

Food Not Bombs is seeking a world free of hunger, poverty, exploitation, war and environmental 

destruction.  For information about Food Not Bombs call 575-770-3377.   



Healing Addition in our Community advocates for individuals and families who struggle with 

addition. For information on in-state and out-of-state agencies, information on medications like 

Suboxone and Naloxone, therapists, doctors and more visit healingadditionnm.org 

The Roadrunner Food Bank has drop off locations for non-perishable food donations throughout 

the KANW listening Area, to find a drop off location near you visit rrrfb.com 

For information on child care, home visiting, community engagement and support for parents 

visit pulltogether.org or call 800-691-9067 

NMGLBT for a list of upcoming events, information, and discussion about the GLBT 

community in New Mexico contact, NMGLBT Resources. The online address is nmglbt.org 

KANW staff participates in judge the Longfellow Elementary School spelling bee and science 

fair. The school students are predominately English as second language students.    

 

5. Please assess the impact that your CPB funding had on your ability to serve your 

community. What were you able to do with your grant that you wouldn't be able to do if 

you didn't receive it? 

 

CPB Funding is critical for KANW to serve the rural and underserve minority communities 

throughout Eastern, Northern, Western and Central New Mexico, as well as the metro areas. 

CPB funding allows KANW to produce news, weather, public affairs programs, KANW Special 

Reports including coverage of the State of State Address and the New Mexico State Legislature.  

 

Utilizing CPB funding KANW produces and broadcasts extensive election coverage which is not 

duplicated by other broadcasters in New Mexico. This service is provided to rural and 

underserve minority communities throughout Eastern, Northern, Western and Central New 

Mexico, as well as the metro areas. 

 

CPB funding allows KANW to provide remote broadcasts from educational and cultural events 

via our broadcast van, bringing New Mexican cultural and heritage to New Mexican’s 

throughout Eastern, Northern, Western and Central New Mexico.  KANW is the only New 

Mexico public radio station with complete remote broadcast capabilities.   

 

CPB Funding provided the funding necessary to launch and maintain HD2, which broadcasts 24 

hours of news and information programming, to serve the rural and underserve minority 

communities throughout Eastern, Northern, Western and Central New Mexico. Bringing 

programs which are heard in major markets to New Mexico. KANW is the source for programs 

like 1A, Fresh Air, Here & Now and others.  

 

CPB funding enables KANW to provide New Mexicans with NPR Programming, Science 

Friday, Albuquerque Economic Forum, KANW Special Reports, general education 

programming, fine arts programming including our classical music for a Sunday morning, and 

Michael Olivas and the Law of Rock and Roll.  

 

CPB Funding enables KANW to have an engineer to maintain station operations, translators, 

transmitter and other equipment.  

 

 



 

 

 


